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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFicE.

JOHN H. BROWN, OF WATERTOWN, MINNESOTA.

HORSESHOE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 51,91 6, dated January 9, 1866.

To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, J. H. BRowN, of Water-
town, in the county of Carver, in the State of
Minnesota, have invented a new and Improved
Horseshoe with Grooves in the Heel Portion of
the Shoe, with elastic filling to prevent lame-
ness; and I do hereby declare that the folloy-
- ing is a full and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon.

Thenature of myinvention consistsin groov-
ing the heel portions of the horseshoe on the
inside and insertin g into these grooves a piece
of an elastic substance, such as india-runbber
vuleanized, which will lie between the horse’s
hoof and the iron horseshoe, thereby breaking
the concussion of the foot striking on hard
roads or Street-pavements, and consequently
preventing lameness.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
use of my invention, I will proceed to desecribe
its construction and operation.

I construct my horseshoe similar in shape
to other shoes, excepting raised rims D on the
edges of the shoe, thereby causing grooves A,

for the purpose of inserting the elastic sub-
stance G. These grooves A are tapering, com-
mencing at C, and being deepest at B. The
piece G, being wider at C than at B, prevents
it from slipping backward, and must be cut ta-
pering to fill up the grooves, and, being thicker
at B thau at O, prevents the horse’s foot from
touchingtheiron. The rimsD hold theinserted
elastic substance firmly in its place.

I do not claim, broadly, the use of india-rub-
ber or other elastic material interposed be-
tween the shoe and the hoof; nor do I elaim,
broadly, inserting the elastic material in a
groove formed in the surface of the shoe; but

What I do. claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The tapering grooves in the heel portions
of the shoe, formed in the mauner and of the
shape described, in combination with the short
tapering section of indj a-rubber, as and for the
purpose set forth,

J. H. BROWN.

Witnesses:
HERMANN TROTT,
JOHN H. RANDALT.




