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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM BALLARD, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN DENTISTRY.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 52,012, dated January 16, 1866.

To all whom it may concern - -

Be it known that I, WILLIAM BALLARD, of
the city of Brooklyn, Kings county, and State
of New York, have 1uvented a new and useful
Improvement in Artificial Teeth; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description theleot \Vhlbh
will enable those skilled in the art to make
and use the same,

The drawing, consisting of only one figure,

represents an upper plate of artificial teeth,
made according to my invention.
_ The object of thisinvention is the construe-
tion of plates for artificial teeth in such a man-
ner that they will be more certainly and se-
curely retained in their places in the mouth.

Itis well known thatit is often very difficalt
for dentists to prepare plate-work so that the
plates will remain in their proper places in the
mouth, some patients being more ditficuls to it
than othersand less aptat adapting themselves
to theuseof the plates, and some dentists being
also wanting in proper skill to producea nicetit
andsecure the proper adjostment of theplate
to the mounth and a proper articulation of the
teeth.,

My invention is intended to obviate these
difficulties and enable one to make it compara-
tively easy to retain the teetb in the mouth.

It consists in grooving the inner surface of
the plate on tlmt part wln(,h comes against the
roof of the mouth in the case of the upper
plate, as herein described.

In this example of my invention I have
shown what is called in dentistry an ‘upper
plate” of artificial teeth.

For thie purpose of eﬁtectmg a good adhe-
siou of the plate to the mouth it has long been
the eustom for dentists to make a cav 1t,y like
B, at the center or more elevated part of the
plate. This provision has not proved always
effective in making the plate adhere. I have
therefore made additional grooves A A, ex-
tending from the heel of bhe plate townrd the
front part, and thence around the central cav-
ity to the heel again. The grooveshere shown
are in concentric lines, or nearly so. -~ In addi-
tion to these grooves A, I have made trans-
verse grooves A behm(l the central cavity, B,
but not extending so far as to intersect tho
grooves A.

By this mauner of constructing plates for
artificial teeth I have suceeeded in producing
a more perfect’ adhesion to the roof of the
mouth withiout increasing their cost,

The grooves A may be concentric, or nearly
50, wwh the outlines of the teeth on the plate.

What I e¢laim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

In the plates of artificial teeth, making
grooves A around the central part of the
pldt%, and also transverse grooves A’ near
the heel of the plates, for Lhe purpose of mak-
ing such plates adhere more easily to the
month substantially as described.

‘WM. BALLARD.

Witnesses:
M. M. LIVINGSTON,
‘Wu. E. Lyon.




