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UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE,

ELIAS BROWN, OF WAPPINGER’S FALLS, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN COMBS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 32,262, dated January 30, 1866,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, EL1AS BROWN, of Wap-
pinger’s Falls, in the county of Dutchess and
State of New York, Lave invented a new and
useful Improvement in Hair-Combs; and 1
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
- clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable others skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming part of this
specification.

The invention consists in' the insertion of
metallic strengthening-strips within grooves
in the sides of the comb to impart stiffness
and strength to the material of which the
comb is made, whether horn, shell, or any
other suitable material, and thus prevent it
from warping or springing when used, in con-
sequence of which the ordinary hair-combs
now soon become broken and nnfit to be used.

In accompanying plate of drawings, my
improvement in hair-combs is illustrated,
Figure 1 being a side view of a comb with it
applied thereto ; and Fig. 2 a transverse sec-
tion of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

@ & in the drawings represent a hair-comb
which may be made of horn, shell, or any
other suitable material therefor, and any of
the usnai shapes, which comb is provided
with a series of teeth, b b and ¢ ¢, both coarse
and fine.

In and along the whole length of the comb
@ and upon its two sides, d and f, between its
back or upper edge g and the inner ends J
of the teeth, but a short distance from each,
leaving the said backedge ¢ exposed, is in-
serted within a similar dovetail groove, I, of
each, made in the direction of its length, a
flat and corresponding - tight-fitting metallic
band or strip, m, so that the outer face ot each
shall be flush or nearly so with the surface of
the comb. .

These plates may then be secared by pass-
ing rivets throngh them from one side to the
other, or the plates, being inserted in the comb-
grooves when the comb is heated, they will
be then tightly bound and held by the con-
traction of the comb as it cools ; or cement or
other suitable adhesive material may be used,

if so desired, in lien of rivets, and there are,
it is obvious, various other ways by which the
metallic bands can be secured in the grooves
of the comb other than those specified, and
therefore I do not limit myself to any one par-
ticular mode of fastening.

By inserting narrow metallic bands or strips
in a hair-comb, as above explained, not only
is the comb much strengthened, but it is ren-
dered inflexible and entirely unsusceptible of
warping or springing out of shape from use,
thus obviating all possibility of its being
broken, whereby it is rendered much more ser-
viceable ; and, farthermore, by my improve-
ment the ordinary form of such combs is re-
tained, while, at the same time, its beauty is
much enhanced and a comb produced com-
pletely meeting the wants of the trade. ’

Tnlieu of inserting themetallicbandsin dove-
tail grooves of the comb as explained, other
shapes of grooves may be used, and, further-
more, the bands may be attached directly to
and upon the side surfaces of the comb without
grooves. In this case, however, rivets orother
suitable fastenings are necessary to firmlyhold -
them ; and also, in lieu of applying a metallic
band in any of the modes above explained
to both sides of the comb, it may be applied
only toone; butIdeem it the bestand the most
advantageous as well as most practical, to in-
sert the bands within dovetail grooves of the
comb and upon both of its sides, as has been
herein particularly explained, and as is shown
in the drawings, although I do not intend to
limit myself to it, the present invention con-
sisting in the use of these metallic bands
either upon one or both sides of the comb,
between its back edge and the inner ends of
its teeth, with the back edge exposed, as be-
fore stated. »

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— '

As anew. article of manufacture, a comb
made with metallic strengthening-strips in-
serted in grooves in the sides of the comb, sub-
stantially as described and represented.

ELTAS BROWYN,

Witnesses:

ALBERT W. BROWN,
A, E. BEACH,




