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- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

C. 8. HURLBUT, OF SPBINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS.

FOLDING LUNCH-BOX.

Specification forming\part of Letters Patent No. 52,291, dated January 30, 1866,

To all whom it may concern :

Beitknownthat T, C.S. HURLBUT, of Spring-
field, in the county of Hampden and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and Im-
proved Folding Lunch or Dinner Box; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which will
enable those skilled in the art to make and
use the same.

The present invention relates to a new and
peeuliar manner of constructing a ¢ lunch or
dinner box,” so called ; and it consists in so
attaching the side plates of the box to its bot-
tom plate and the end plates to its cover,
which cover is divided across its width into
two parts, hinged at their outer ends to the
top edges of the said end plates, that when
the box is empty the said side, end, and cover
plates can be all folded over and laid down
and npon the bottom plate, where they are
held firmly together by clasps upon one of the
cover pieces or sections, thereby producing a
very convenient, compact, and portable box
for the carrying of alunch or dinner, as when
so folded it can be carried with ease in the
pocket of the person. This folding construc-
tion of the box does not in the least interfere
with its being used for the reception of any
desired articles of food, and when put into
proper shape to receive it is sufficiently firm
and strong for all practical purposes.

In the accompanying plate of drawings my
improved lunch-box is illustrated, Figure 1
being a vertical section of the box, taken in the
plane of the line & , Fig. 2; Fig. 2, a horizon-
tal section taken in the plane of the line y y,
Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a transverse vertical section of
the box, taken in the plane of the line 2z, Fig.
2; and Fig. 4, a section through the box,
taken in the direction of its length, showing
its parts folded. »

@ ain the drawings represent the bottomn
plate of the box, madeof a rectangular shape,
of the desired length and width, with its
two ends, b b, bent upward and at right an-
gles thereto. To the four edges of this bottom
plate are secured, by means of snitable hinges
¢ ¢, the four plates d, f, g, and h, constituting
the sides and ends of the box, made of any
desired, but of an equal and uniform, height

when in an upright position, said plates being
all independent of each other.

lis the cover, made in two parts or pieces,m
and 7, one, m, of a little greater length than
the other, n, which parts are respectively
hinged at one end to the top edges of the end
plates, ¢ and &, of the box, the longer part m
slightly overlapping the inner end of the
shorter part n, through slots o o of which its
clasps p p pass when the parts are in a box
form, as shown in Fig.1. The side edges of
the cover are slightly bent down for their
whole length, and upon each upright edge of
the end pieces, ¢ and b, are formed grooves or
channels ¢ ¢, in which fit the ends of the side
pieces, @ and f, thus firmly holding them in an
upright position when so placed, . the bent
edges of the cover overlapping their upper
edges and completely securing them, as is ob-
vious by an inspection of the drawings and
without further explanation.

When the box has been emptied of ifs con-
tents both portions of the cover are firstswung
ap and the ends released from the sides, when
the two sides are laid down and upon each
other upon the bottom plate, then the end to
which the smaller part of the cover is hinged,
together with such portion of the cover, and,
finally, the other end plate, with its hinged
portion of the cover over and upon the whole,
the clasps upon the end of the larger portion
of the cover springing and overlapping one
end of the bottom plate in such a manner as
to firmly hold all the parts together, the parts
of the box when so folded being plainly shown
in section in Fig. 4.

By bending up the ends of the bottom plate
as described, I am enabled to fold in and with
the sides of the box a knife, fork, or platter,
s, as shown, it giving sufficient space to ad-
mit of it without affecting in the least the fold-
ing of the box.

Trom the above explanation of the manner
in which I construct a lunch-box so as to ren-
der it susceptible of being folded up, the box,
it is obvious, is rendered much more conven-
ient, compaet, and desirable,and its usefulness
much increased, all of which are quite impor-
tant advantages.

My improved lunch - box may be made of
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sheet-tin, copper, brass, or any other snitable
metal or other material, and of various shapes
and sizes.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— ‘

The combination-of the bottom plate and

folding hinged side, end, and cover plates,

which are capable of being laid over the bot-

tom plate, held firmly together by clasps upon
one of the cover-plates, in the manner and for
the purpose herein specified.

C. S. HURLBUT.
Witnesses :

C. R. CHAFFEE,
A, L. SOULE.



