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UNITED STATES

PaTenT OFrice,

#EANCIS CLARK, OF
S , OF WORCESTER,

AUBURN, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF AND THOS. H. DODGE,

MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN BRE_ECH«-‘LOADING FIRE-ARMS.

‘Spe‘ciﬁca.tion forniing part of Letters Patent No. 58,522, dated March 27, 1866.

To.all whom it may concern: _

Be it knowa that I, FrANCIS CLARE, of Au-
burn, in the county of Werdester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Breech-Loading Fire-
Arms; and [ do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of the

same, reference being had to theaccompanying -
vart of this specifidation,-

-drawings, forming a
. in which— .
- Figure 1 represents 2 side view of 80 much
of a breech-doading fire-arn agis necessary to
illustrate my invention. Fig. 2 represents a
Usimilar view with the breech-block tutned back,
"and Figs. 3 and 4 represent’ detached: parts
hereinafter to bereferred. to, o
In the drawings, A represents the breech-
piece; Lo the front, part, B, the barrel is to
. be secured, while the stock is.to be secured to
the reas, . The particular form of the front

and rear parts, B and O, of the breech-piece .

A, may be such

as wiil suit the tastes of wan-
" ufacturers. ‘ .

- The breech-Ulock I? is made in two parts, E-

and F, which parts may be fastened together
. by sorews g g, or in any other proper manner.
The breeeh-block D tarnsupon the neék G of
the breeeh-piece A, and has a screw-thread ent

. upon the inner surface of its circular part D/
‘to fitint¢ ascrew, b, on the néck G. The front
end, ¢, of block D ‘turns upon a shoulder, 4,
while the: rear end of thé block turns upon
shoulder, e. .
I i¢ a strap, which is fastened to the under
side of the ends B and O to give them greater
strength, The circular part D’ of bloek D is

in two parts, the part 7being connected with.

part ¥, and the part ¢ with the part 'E, the
two parts meeting at the peint b, thus making
an expansible hiuge for the block D

.4 i8 a stop against which the block strikes,

~ and its motion i§ stopped whenin proper posi-
tion to hold the cartridge iu place. .

Theoperation isasfoliows: Block O istarned

one side, as indicated in Fig. 2, when the car-

. tridge isinserted in the end of the harrel, which

is fasteried into the end or piece B. Block D is

o

{ then tarned. back into the position shown in

Fig. 1, when its end ¢ is brought close up
against the end of the cabtridge. It will be.
chbserved that the block D, when turned Jater
ally,.as shown in Fig. 2, is at the sams tim-
drawn back endwise by the action:of scraw b
on neck G, and when it is turned back trnin
it Is moved forward by the same meauns. By
this arrangement the rear end of the cartridge
isheld firm and secure in Dlace, while : 1o t lock
is not liable to bind so as to prever: it from
being. readily
-exploded shell. The cirenlar part D/ can ex. -
pandreadily, being open at h,and congequently
i3 notliable to bind by the heating of the parts
80 as to interfere with the proper acticn of the
whole when in use, By making the block D
iu two parts I ain able td make the parts B,
G, and G ali in one piece, which for many reg-
sons is advantageous, :
The application -of _the lock, the mode of
firing or exploding the charge, and removing

| the exploded 'shell being substantially the

- sameas described in patents previdasly granted
to me, no extended description of such mode
of operation is here deemed ngcessary, since
my present invention relates to the mode of
construction and operation of block D and the
parts connected therewith, .

- Havingdescribed myimprovementin breech-
loading fire-arms, what 1 claim therein as of
my invention, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— :

1. Making block D in two parts, substan-
tially as set forth. :

2. Making the cireular part D/ open,as atk,
as and for the purposes set forth. .

3. The combination of the parts E and F,
substantially as set forth, whereby end ¢ pro- -
Jjects past the end of F, and prevents any joint
in the block where it comes in eontact with
the rear of the cartridge. '

FRANCIS CLARK, -

Witnesses:
H. 1. FULLER,

THoR. H. DopGE,
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