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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

L. W. PERKINS, OF BELOIT, WISCONSIN.

IMPROVED BUCKLE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 83,866, dated April 10, 1866.

Lo all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, L. W. PERKINS, of Be-
loit, Rock county, in the State of Wisconsin,
have invented certain new and useful Im.
provements in Buckles for Harness and Sim-
ilar Purposes; and 1 do hereby declare that
the followingis a clear, full, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, making part of this
specification, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of my im-
proved buckle, and Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the same.

The nature of my invention consists in a
novel manner of constructing the frame and
lever of a buckle so that force applied to the
strap will cause the lever to hold it tight,
and also in a method of adjusting the buckle
to suit straps of varying thickness.

To enable others to construct and use my
invention, I will proceed to describe it.

Arepresents the frame of the buckle, the gen-
eral form of which is clearly shown in Tigs. 1
and 2. This frame A is made solid, with a cross-
bar, @, located as shown, to form a fulernm for
thelever B. About mid way between the cross-
bar @ and the front end of the frame A there
is another cross-bar, C, Jocated as shown in
Fig. 1, and having its surface corrugated or
roughened to giveita firm hold upon the strap.

B represents the tongue or lever, which is
made of the form shown in Fig. 1, and of
proper width to fill the frame A crosswise.
This lever B has a projection on its under sar-
face, with a circular groove to form 2 bearing
for it upon the cross-bar «, its rear end being
curved, as shown, where the strap pressesupon
it. At the front end the lever B is provided
with a right-angled recess, forming a seat for
a movable jaw, D, which is held therein by
means of one or more ears, 0, which protrude
through holes in the front end of the lever B,
where it is secured by a pin, 4, passing through
it, as shown in Fig. 1. "The upper face of the
jaw D is corrngated or roughened the same as
that of C.

In order to adjust the buckle to straps of
different thicknesses, a series of thin plates or
strips, e, is interposed between the jaw D and
the lever B. By withdrawing the pin ¢ and
removing the jaw D these strips e can De in-
creased or decreased in number, as may be
desired, and thus the space between the face
of the jaws O and D can be varied as de-
sired. The strap being inserted between the
jaws C aud D is passed thence back over the
end of the lever B and under the cross-bar b.
When force is applied. to the strap the long
end of the lever B is pressed down thereby,
which throws the jaw on the opposite end of
the lever up, thus holding the strap securely
and tight between the roughened surfaces of
the jaws C and D.

In this manner I produce a very strong and
efficient buckle, readily adjusted to suit straps
of any thickness, and that can be much more
readily released from the strap when desired
to take up or let out the same, it only being
necessary to loosen the strap so0 as to relieve
the rear end of the lever, when the jaws at
once release their hold on the strap, thus per- .
mitting it to be moved with much greater ease
than in the case of the old-fashioned buckle
using the ordinary tongue, especially where
trace and other thick straps are used.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The frame A and lever B, constructed
and arranged to operate in the manner and
for the purpose herein set forth.

2. The removable strips ¢, in combination
with the jaw D and lever B, for the purpose of
adjusting the jaw, as described.

3. Making the faces of the jaws C and D
corrugated or roughened for the purpose of
holding the strap more securely, as set forth.

L. W. PERKINS.

Witnesses :
D. W. C. Casrrz,
E. P. K1ng.




