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IMPROVEMENT IN OIL-CANS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 54,250, dated April 24, 1866.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, G. L, Hort, of Spring-
field, in the county of Hampden and State-of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Oil-Cans; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion. '

In the use of the common oil-cans as here-
tofore constructed it is well known that the
0il accumulates about the base of the spout
and can, and unless much care is taken and

~ theoutside of the cansoften wiped and cleansed

the oil soon renders them so greasy and filthy
that it is impossible to handle them without
greatly soiling the hands, the disadvantages
and annoyance of which are obvious.

- To remedy the above defect in oil-cans is
the principal object of the present invention,
and is satisfactorily accomplished thereby, if
consisting in so constructing the oil-can that
all such oil as flows down and upon the out-
side of the nozzle or spout of the can ecan be

condaeted back into the interior of the can,

while at the same time, when the can is tipped
up or-inclined for use, and oil thus forced
through and ont of its spout, the communica-
tion between the exterior thereof and the in-
teriorof the can will be entirely closed, so that
no oil can escape from the can except through
the proper channel, or, in other words, the
spout, such communication between the outside
of spout and interior of can, when the can is
upright, being open, thus allowing all oil upon
the outside of the can-spout to freely pass back
again into the can. ‘

In the accompanying plate the drawing is
a central vertical section of an oil-can with
my improvement applied to it.

A in the drawing represents the body of
the can, which ma§ be made of any of the

usual forms and materials; B, its spout or
nozzle, made of a tapering shape, and screwed
at its larger end in the top of the body A.
Around this spout, at its lower end, I form an
annular cup or vessel, a, from which at oppo-
site and diametrical points extend short tubes
b b down into the interior of the can, where
they unite and form one common tube, ¢, in
the lower end of which is hung a ball-and-
socket valve, d, the lower end of the valve-
stem f being weighted. Through the ball of
the valve, and extending the entire length of
its stem £, is an aperture, ¢, of the same size
as the communicating pipes or tubes b b.

The oil passes out of the can through its
spout, as with the ordinary oil-cans, by simply
tipping or inclining it sufficien tly therefor, the
valve d, by its play either to the right or left,
according as the can is tipped, and asis plainly
shown in the drawings, then closing the com-
munication between the interior of the can
and the spout-cup throngh the connecting-
tubes b b, s0 no oil can possibly escape throngh
the same; this valve, however, when the can
is not in use and upright, being then open so
that all oil passing down the outside of the
spout can flow back into the can, it being col-
lected or canght by the cup at the lower end
of the spout, from wkich it basses through
the connecting tubes to the valve, and finally
through the latter into the can, as is evident
without further explanation, the advantages
of which bave been_hereinbefore alluded to.

Tclaim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

The arrangement of the cup a, having con-
necting-tubes b and ball-and-socket valve ¢,
or its equivalent, in combination with an oil-
can, operating substantially as and for the
purpose specified. _

G. L. HOLT.

Witnesses:

J. H. CALL,
CHAS. MULCHAHEY.




