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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

ABNER MOORE, SR., OF HILLSBOROUGH, OHIO.

IMPROVED STEP-LADDER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 54,387, dated May 1, 1866.

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ABNER MOORE, Sr., of
Hillsborough, in the county of Highland and

State of Ohio, bave invented a new and nseful-

Improvementin Step-Ladders; and Ido hereby
declare that the following. is a full, clear, and
exact descrlp’mon thereof, which w1]l enable
others skilled in the art to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

I‘1gure lisa perspuctwe view of my inven-
tion when in position for use. - Fig. 2 isa side

" elevation when closed.

Similarletters ofreferenceindicate like parts.

My invention consists in constructing a step-
ladder with slots made in or through and par-
allel with the side pieces, and in fitting in these
grooves slides connected by strips or arms to
the legs of the ladder, and so arranged that
when the legs are drawn from or pushcd to-
ward the ladder the slide will work in the slot,
whereby the legs can be drawn out from the
steps for a shorter or longer distance, as may
be desired, and be braced without the use of
hooks or further manipulation than the mere
act of drawing them out or pushing them to-
ward the steps.

A designates the uprights or side ple(,es of
the ladder, between which the steps B are se-
cured in the usual or any suitable manner.
The side pieces are to be either two narrow
strips, blocked apart at top and bottom, so as

to leave a space, a, between them, as shown
in the drawings, or a solid piece of board may
be used for each upright, and a suitable slot,
a, made in the same, running parallel with the
length thereof.

C is a slide, fitted to work up and down in

. the slot a, and it is so held as not to be likely

to get out of its place. Forinstance, a groove,
b, may be made in the inner edges of the side
strlps, and a head on the slide made to fit
therein, and thus the slide will be guided
properly. To these slides O stays or arms D
are pivoted, which latter are hinged at their
outer ends to the legs B, so as to allow their
moving to and from the steps in the usual
way. Thus it will be seen that the distance

.of the legs from the steps(which increases the

height of the ladder or decreases it, as well as
its inelination) may be regulated as desired,
and that the legs will be held firmly in the
position in which they are placed, and thus
the use of hooks, &c., now employed for keep-
ing the legs oust, and also for keeping the legs
closed up to the steps, may be dispensed with.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The slide C, in combination with the arms
D, legs B,and side pieces, A, substantially as

specified. _
ABNER MOORE, Sr.
Witnesses:
Jos. K. MARLAY,
ABNER MOORE, Sr.



