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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

MOSES W. PAGE, OF FRANKLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE.

IMPROVEMERNT IN .THE PREPARATION OF LEATHER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 54,58%, dated May 8, 1866,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MosEs W. PAGE, of
Franklin, in the county of Merrimack and
State of New Hampshire, have invented cer-
tain Improvements in the Preparation of
Leather; and I hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description
thereof. )

In the ordinary process of currying leather,
after the unsual skiving operation has been
performed, the le'tther has been shaved off,

. chiefly on the flesh side of the butt, in 01der

to reduce it to the uniform thickness requued
As, however, the flesh side of the leather is
much stronger than the grain side, the quality
of the stock is thereby depreciated, and for
the purposes of " lacing, picker, or harness
straps for looms, and where veiy thin and nar-
row machine-belting is required, this process
of currying is particularly objectionable on
account of the leather being weakened.

My invention consists in buffing or shaving
chiefly the grain side instead of shaving the
flesh side of the butt of the leather, whereby
it may be brought more nearly to a uniform
thickness without impairing its strength, and
requiring but little leveling on the flesh side,
while its softness and pliability are very much
increased.

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
derstand and use my invention, I will proceed
to describe the manner in which I have car-
ried it out.

The leather to be curried, after having been
properly . tanued, is skived in a well-known
manner, when it is buffed or shaved very
lightly entirely over the grain side, and then
the butt or thick part isshaved neatly through
the grain by taking off several more cuts or
¢lips, so as to rednce its thickness very con-
siderably, by which means the leather is
brought more nearly to a uniform thickness,
thereby requiring but little leveling or shav-
ing on the flesh side of the butt.

While the operations of skiving and huffing
are proceeding great care should be taken
that the stock does not dry, thus avoiding the
use of water, which, if applied before the oil
or stuffing, would oecasu)n considerable dam
age to the leather.

The leather is now ready for the stuffing
which is composed of: the following mvredl
ents in about the following ploportlons, viz:
Eight pounds of tallow; eight quarts of

cooked cod-liver oil, (rejected medicine oil ;)
eight quarts refined petroleum such asisused
by curriers; four quarts nemt’svfoot oil, mixed
and applied as usual, Theleather should. now
be dried in the shade and packed down for a
few days, when it is pin-blocked, boarded, or
otherwise softened, as most convenient, and
glassed sufficiently to giveit a smooth and fin-
ished appearance.

© ‘Wagzx-leather, calf-skins, and leather for har-
ness and heavy belting should be buffed very
lightly over the grain, and the wax-leather
and calf-skins are blacked in the following
manner: Soap - blacking, after being made
abount a month, is used in small quantities,and
the stock being well cleaned is left to dry for
fifteen or twenty minutes, when the cooked
cod-liver is applied, and after the ¢il hasstruck
in or out of sight the leather is immediately
glassed, giving it the appearance of a French
finish.

The leather used for harness is blacked in
the ordinary way.

By buffing the leather to be used for lacing,
&e., in the manner and on the grain side, as
above described, the hardness of the grain is
removed and the butt or thick portion reduced
to a uniform ‘thickness with the remaining
portion without impairing the strength of the
leather.

In the preparation of the above-described
stuffing I find the cooked cod-liver oil to be a

valuable ingredient, as it renders the leather

exceedingly soft and pliable, which, on this
account,isespecially adapted forlacing, picker,
or harness straps for looms and for thin and
narrow machine-belting, while it answers well
for all other descriptions of leather in com-
mon use, such cooked oil containing less sedi-
ment, and being therefore less liable to gum
up or {ry out of the leather than the oil now
in general use, and preventing the leather
from becoming hard and husky when worn.

‘WhatI claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

Buffing the grain side instead of shaving
the flesh side of the butt or thick portion of
the leather, substantially as and for the pur-

| pose set forth.
MOSES W. PAGE.

Witnesses:
P. E. TESCHEMACHER,
N. W. STEARNS,



