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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICEG

ALBERT JACKSON, OF CLIFTON SPRINGS, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN HAY-RACKS FOR WAGONS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 54,914, dated May 92, 1866.

- o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ALBERT JACKSON, of
Clifton Springs, in the county of Ontario and
State of New York, have invented a new and
Improved Hay-Rack for Wagons; and I do

‘hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description thereof, which
will enable those skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference being had to the

accompanying drawings, forming part of this

specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an inverted plan of my inven-
tion; Fig..2, a side view of the same; Fig. 3,
an end view of the same. ‘

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved hay and grain rack for wagons; and
it consists in eonstructing the rack in such a,
manner that it may be readily converted from
a hay and grain rack into a rack or support
for carrying cord-wood, bale hay or straw, &e.,
and vice versa, and the rack rendered capable
of being placed upon and removed from a
wagon by a single person with the greatest
facility.

A represents a rectangular frame, of any
length suitable for the wagon to which it is
to be applied, and of such a width that it may
set between its wheels at each side without
being in contact with the same.

B represents transverse bars which are fit-
ted underneath the frame A in loops or sta-
ples O. These bars are eich composed of two
longitudinal parts, ¢ a, placed side by side,
and having beveled or oblique inner sides,
which abut against each other, as shown
clearly in Fig. 1, each bar having a wedge or
key, D, fitted vertically between its parts, by
which said parts, by driving down the wedges
or keys, may be firmly bound in the loops or
staples, the wedges or keys, in being driven
down, causing the parts ¢ « to be drawn or
moved in the direction indicated by the ar-
rows, owing to the key-slots in the parts a

- being out of line with each other, and this

movement of the parts insures the bending of
the bars B in the loops or staples.

The two central bars B B project beyond
the sides of the frame A, and have cleats .E
attached to them by pins . Between these
cleats I, at each side of the frame A, boards
F are fitted, which are secured in position by
pins ¢ passing into the bars B.

The rear bar B is provided with similar
cleats I/, and these cleats form abutments for
wheel-fenders &, which may be constructed of
wood or metal. I prefer metal tubes, (gas-
tubes.) .

The front ends of the front fenders G are
fitted in cleats H, which are attached to the
ends of a bar, I, the latter being secured to
uprights J J, attached to the front part of the
frame A by screw-bolts K, said uprights hav-
ing the ladder or guard L pivoted to them.

M represents boards which are fitted in the
frame A, and have their ends adjusted Dbe-
tween bottom and top bars, N N, thereot, so
that they can be drawn from and fitted in the
frame above the bars B and their wedges or
keys D. . ,

The parts above described represent the de-
vice as a hay or grain rack. In order to con-

.yert.it into a platform or rack for carrying

wood, bale hay or straw, or other compact
substances, the fenders G are removed by de-
taching the cleats B B H. The boards I are
-also removed, as well as the bars B and I,
and the front ladder or guard may also be re.
moved by detaching the uprights J J.

This arrangement, it will be seen, not only
renders the rack capable of being converted
from a hay or grain rack into a platform for
carrying other articles, but also admits of the
rack being readily applied to and detached
from a wagon by a single person with the
greatest facility.

Having thus described my in vention, Iclaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— :

1. In connection with the frame A, the de-
tachable bars B, constructed of two parts, a a,
and fitted tothe frame in the manner sub.
stantially as shown and deseribed.

2. The removable wheel-fenders G, attached
to the cleats E B/ H on the bars B'B B I, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The removable boards T F, placed be-
tween the cleats E E, substantially as de-
scribed. . -

4. The combination of the frame A, bars B,
fenders G, and ladder or guard L, all arranged
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

ALBERT JACKSON,

'Witnesses:
M. M. LIVINGSTON,
C. L. E. ToPLIFF.




