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" UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM W. LYMAN, OF WEST MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVED DEVICE FOR OPENING FRUIT-CANS.

. Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 54,929, dated May 22, 1866.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that 1, WILLIAM ‘W, LyYMAN, of
West Meriden, county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Device for: Opening
Fruit-Jars; and I do hereby declare that the
same is described and represented in the fol-
lowing .specification . and drawings, so as to
enable others skilled to make and use there-
from.

Letters of reference marked thereon indicate
like parts in each of the figures.

The nature of this improvement will be un-
derstood from the specification and drawings.

The object desired to be attained thereby is
to remove the heretofore existing difficulty of
lifting the cover from fruit-jars when desired,
where a rubber ring or packing intervenes be-
tween it and the rim of its cover, and render
it easy to be accomplished.
. _First, it consists in making a yoke or bridge

of a proper form or shape as to encompass the
cover and take bearing each side thereof upon
the neck or shounlder of the jar.

Second, it consists of a rigid or jointed hook-
lever, the hook of which takes hold of the un-
der edge of the cover, while the lever bears
or-takes its purchase on the yoke or bridge
directly over the cover, and while in this po-
sition, the jar being held firmly and the lever
pressed carefully downward, the cover will be
quickly and easily removed.

Tn the accompanying drawing, a is the jar.
b is the cover. ¢isthe rubber or elastic band,
as now in common use for preserving fruit. d
is a bridge or yoke, which passes over the top
of the cover and down éach side thereof and
takes bearing upon the neck or shoulder of
the jar, the object of which is to provide a suis-
able support or bearing nupon which the lever
may work. e is the hook-lever, made either
in one or two parts, rigid or adjustable.

It will be readily seen that this yoke or bridge
and hook-lever may be made in various forms
and shapes, so as to produce the same resnlt
in the same way. It is not therefore deemed
necessary to enter the particular deseription of
their construction as here shown, because a per-
son skilled in the art can readily see and under-
stand from the specification and drawing how
this improvement can be effected. :

I believe I have thus shown the nature, con-
struction, and operation of this improvement,
S0 as to enable others to make and use the
same.

What I claim, therefore, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— .

Fulerum bridge or yoke d and lifting-lever
e, substantially as and for the purpose as de-

seribed. : »
WM. W. LYMAN,
Witnesses :
OrVILLE H. PLATT,
GEORGE A. FREY.
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