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J. BE. BRIGGS, OF WEST RANDOLPH, VERMONT.

IMPROVED WASHING-MACHINE.

$pecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 55,049, dated May 29, 1866.

To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, J. E. Briaas, of West
Randolph, in the coanty of Orange, in the
State of Verwont, have invented a new and
Improved Washing-Machine; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had
to the annexed drawings, making a part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a section taken in the vertical
plane running from the center of the standard
E along the center of the handle D and press-
ing-block C, and diagonally across the fluted
board B and through the button F. TFig. 2 is
a perspective view of the machine as discon-
nected with a tub. TFig. 3 is a plan view of a
common wash-tub containing a machine prop-
erly fastened into it for use.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

The object of this invention relates to that
class of washing-machines which wash clothes
by alternate soaking and pressing or foreing
water through the texture of the fabric, and
is also to produce a machine capable of com-
bined pressing and rubbing when desired, all
to be accomplished with a great saving of la-
bor and space.

The nature of my invention consists of com-
bining with a square board of convenient size,
fluted on its upper surface like a common wash-
board, a pressing and rubbing block of pecu-
liar construction, as hereinafter described, op-
erated by a handle provided for the purpose,
of proper length to give any desired amount
of power as a lever of the second class, said
block being attached to the board by a com-
mon loose link-joint, all of which is fastened
into any common wash-tub by standard and
button, as hereinafter explained.

To enable those skilled in the art to malke
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

In Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings, A repre-
sents any common wash-tub, and in all the
figares B a square board, fluted on its upper
surface with parallel equidistant channels and
rounds, and cleated at one or both ends.

C is an irregular block for pressing or rub-
bing,attached to one end of the board,at the dis-
tance from one corner of half the width of the
block, by the common joint G, and provided
with a bent handle, D, which is made to pro-

ject up over the side of the tub from the end
opposite to the joint attachment to the board,
the same of length safficient to give any de-
sired amouant of power.. The said pressing-
block C is also provided on its under surface
with chanuels and rounds similar to those of
the board, only wider, and with a space left
flat on either edge of the said surface to pre-
vent the rounds of the one shutting into the
channels of the other. The said block is also
perforated with parallel horizontal holesa aa
near its under surface, with which smaller per-
pendicular holes ¢ ¢ ¢ communicate, the said
series of holes of such size and number rela-
tive to each other and to the size of the press-
ing-block that the operation of the machine is
comparatively free from suetion.

G is the loose link-joint with whieh the board
B and pressing-block O are connected. Said
jointis made of round iron by flattening suffi-
cientlength for fastening to the under surface
of the board B. Itis then bent up at right an-
gles through the edge of the board, and bent
forward and down again, thereby forming a
link or loop at proper height for the joint. It
is then bent forward again at right angles to
form the projection i on a level with the arm
n, said arm being let into the board so that
their lower surfaces are even.

The arm s is a simple straight piece of the
same kind of iron, flattened and perforated
for the fastening-screws,and bent into a hool
at one end for completing the joint.

~The lower arm, n, is fastened diagonally .
across the Loard B, both for the purpose of
strengthening the board and of protecting the
fastenings from strain when the machine is
operated for rubbing.

The upper arm, 1, is secured to the block O
by the fastenings of the handle D, which pass
through it, as shown in Fig. 1.

The fastening of a machine into a tub is se-
cured by a standard, E, with an opening in its
foot, which is screwed tothe inside of the tub
near the bottom, and as the maechine is low-
ered into the tub the projection ¢ from the
joint G is slid nnder it, thereby not only fasten-
ing down that corner of the washer firmly, but
also transferring to said standard a large por-
tion of the strain which comes in the opera-
tion of the machine upon that part which acts
as a fulerum. The opposite corner is kept in
place by a small button, IV, screwed to the
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side of the tub. just over the end of the cleat
0, which is made to project more or less, ac-
cording to the size of the tub.

Now, from the foregoing description it will
be seen that the handle D may be operated
up and down for soaking and pressing, and,
the joint being loose, nearly the whole con-
_ tents of the tub may be included in the opera-
tion. It will also be seen that the downward
pressure of the block C upon the c¢lothes in-
claded. between it and the board B has the
effect to force the water contained up through
the layers above and out through the series of
holes¢ccand a a a.

‘When it is desired to give certain extra solid

parts of garments an extra amount of wash-
ing they may be exposed for the purpose,
and for rubbing a lateral motion of the han- |
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dle given, with a slight pressure downward.
Raising the handle and rubbing all one way
has the effect to turn over and change the po-
sition of the clothing, thereby doing away
with the necessity of manipulation otherwise
occasionally needed. , ;

Having thus described my invention, whatI
claim as new, and desire to-secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The combination, with the grooved board B,
of the perforated irregular pressing-block C,
Jjoint G, and handle D, when the parts are con-
stracted and applied to a tub, A, in the man-
ner and for the purpose specified.

‘ J. E. BRIGGS.

Witnesses:

CHAs. HEBARD,
ERASTUS HEBARD.




