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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,
W

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ANDREW J, PRESCOTT, of Cat-

awissa, in the couuty of Columbia and in the State-

of Peunsylvania, have inveited certain new and use-
ful Improvements in C(M—C()uplmg, and do hereby
declare the following is- a full, clear, and exact de-
sunptlon thereof, 1ete1ence bemv liad to the accom-
-panying drawing nd to the letters of reference mar ked
thereon m‘tkm«r a part of this prClhbM}lOll :
 The nature nt iy invention consists in the construc-
tion-and arrangement of o cdr- coupling, which is so
arranged that cars of an nneqnal height ¢an be coup-
led with the same ease a3 those of the same height.

In order to.enable others skifled in the art to
which iy invention appertains to make and use the
‘sune, I will now proceed to deseribe its construction
and operation, referring to the annexed drawing, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side view,

Figure 2, a plan view, and
_ lfwuw 5, a horizontal section of a duuv—hend or
bumpet, with my improved conpling.

A represents the draw-bar, and

B, the head or bumper, which extends a suitable
(hamnu: below the draw-bar, as shown in fig. 1

On each side of the. enrmnce, within the head B, is
‘placed an upright bar, O, turning on pivots at its ends,
and swronnded by a S])H«L] spring, D, the lower. end
of ‘which is inserted in the bottom of the head, as
shown iu fig. 1, while the upper end bears against an
arm, b, extbndnw from the upper pivot, a, of tlle bar,
-muuedmtel) belmv the top of the head.

The bars G C, with their springs D D and'arms b
b, are so .m.mtred that, when no coupling-lik or pin
. isin.the head B, the arms b b will be. immediately
under the hole in the top of the head through which
‘the coupling-pin B is to pass, and hence. form a rest
forsaid pin.
“the usual manner,

1t should be hele remarked that the lower pivots
of the bars C O are inserted and fit nicely in holes
made for them in the bottom of the head, while the

upper pivots @ « are placed in elongated slots in the

top of the head, as shown-in tig. 2

When the cuuphntr-huk Gis mselted it not only
presses the bars G 0 or rather the upper ends of said
b;u.:, oubward, but alao turns them inward on their
pivots, thereby removing the arws b b from under the

The couplivg-link G is coustructed in-

coupling-pin E, which then falls down and couples the .
cars.

In so inserting the couphnn‘-lmk the springs D D
‘act as guides for the link, preventing it. from tarning,
and, at. the same time, the u)nstruotlon of the he:ul
admits of coupling curs of tnequal height, It does
not matter where the link enters, whether high up or
low down, it acts in precisely the same manver upon
the bars'C €. As soon as the pin B is raised up and
the link withdrawn; the springs D D, pressing upon .
the arms b b, at once turn the bars C O, so that_the
said arms will come under the coupling-pin, and fox nt
the rest for the same,.as above-deseribed.

The springs D D also-act to hold the eoupling-link
wherever it inay be inserted, the coils of said spriags
dividing the height of the head into spices of about
the same width as the thickness of the link. The
hottom bar of the draw-bar A passes through the
head B at or abont its center, and may e mmed or,
lowered slightly at the entrance to, the head, the sides
of said entrance being slotted for that purpose.

The object of this is that, in case the conpling-link
should strike immediately above or below . said- bar,
the springs would be drawn out of shape, anless this
bar yiekled sufficient to allow the link to pass.

The upper pivots «.a of the bars C O work in slots
in-the head, so that, when the link is inserted, the ap-
per ends ot said bars will separate slightly, thereby
allowing the arms b b to pass each other, whu,h they
could not do if the bars C O remained at the same
distance apars.

Having thus fully.deseri 1bed my invention,

What 1 ¢laim as new, and desire to secare by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The bottom bar of the draw-bar A, extendmm
through the center of the head, and wokatr np ) and
down i slots on the same, substantially as (wd for the
purposes herein set forth,

2. The combination of the bars. O C with arms.b b
and springs D D, constiucted and artanged as deseribed,
within the duw-hedd B, ard opelatmtr subamubmlly
as and for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony thit I claim the foregoing, I lave
hereunto set my hand this 22d day of July, 1870.

ANDREW J. PREbCOl‘l‘

Witnesses:

A. N.. MARR,
A, A, YEATMAN.




