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1o all whom it may concern ; o

Be it known that I, ERNEsT LESLIE RANSOME, of
Greenwich, in the county of Kent, England, & sab-.
jeet of the Queen of Great Britain, have invented and
discovered a new and useful Improvement in-the
Manufacture of Artificial Stone, and having particular
reference to that -mannfactured by Ransome’s pro-
cess. : . : : .

As atpresent manutactured, the Ransome artificial
stone leaves the boiling-tank saturated with undecom-
posed chloride of caleinm tnixed with chloride of so-
dium." It is then subjected to purging by means of
water applied in various ways, but in all of theém the
chioride of calcinm and chloride of sodium are so di-
Iuted as to be almost entirely lost.

My invention has a threefold object :

First, it saves time in the purifying and washing.

Second, it i3 a clheaper method than washing by
water. : :

"Phitd, it saves from logs all excess of chioride of
calcium ard ehloride of sofdium. :

The block of stone to be purged and washed hav-

ing been placed, in a suitable position, either in a closed,
chanber or open, or upon a floor or other support, I
then pass a current.of steam into and through the
same by any conveniént means, such as have been
hitlierto used for the same purpose when water alone
was employed, or by many of the methods now used
for hardening the same. :

This method, valuable in any locality, especially
commends itself in tliose where the high cost of wa-
ter or its impurities ‘are a heavy tax upon the manu-
facture, or a bar to it altogether, the exhaust steam
being used where desirable, and involving no ex-
pense. '

What I claim is— .

A carrent of steam in removiig soluble salts from,
and in washing, the Ransome and other artificial

stone. .
ERNEST L. RANSOME. [p. 8.}
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