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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN-BROUGHTON, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN BUSTLES. .

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 108,873, dated November 1, 1870.

To all whom it may concern: _
‘Be it known that I, JOoHN BROUGHTON, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of
New York, have invented a new and usefnl
Improvement in Bustles, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, and in
which~— , k .
Figure 1 represents a longitadinal or face
view of a flexible waistband, with the springs
of which the bustle is composed therein, but
prior to their being sprung over and united at
their ends. TFig. 2 is a view in perspective of
the complete bustleas it appears when attached
to the waist of the wearer, and Fig. 3 a ver-
tical section through the center of the bustle
from front to rear. :
. Similar letters of reference indicate corre:
sponding parts. B :
Inconstruction and arrangementof its parts,
my improved bustle is extremly simple, con-
sisting merely of a series of light and straight
springs or wires of irregular lengths, attached
about midway of their lengths to a waistband
and in positions at right angles, or thereabout,
to the line of the band. The free end of these
springs are afterward sprung over until they
meet, and arefastened togetherattheirextremi-
ties by metal clasps or other suitable means.
The springs thus formed are double and as-
sume scmewhat the shape of an elongated bal-
loon, the semicircular end being the part at-
tached to band, and the elongated or pointed
double end exteuding backward and down-
ward to form the trail or flare of the bustle.
The series of springs so formed and attached
to the waistband are then conunected together
by a tape or web clasped or otherwise fast-
ened -to their outwardly-projecting ends and
extending around the bustle in a eircumferen-
tial direction until it intersects the waistband,
at which points the band and the tape are se-
cured together by sewing or other suitable
means. '
Referring to the accompanying drawings, A
is the waistband, which is double—that is, of
two thieknesses, or of one thickness folded
over longitudinally so as to form two thick-
nesses, the upper edge being closed, and the
lower edge, which is curved, being open prior
to insertlon of the wires or straight springs B.
On a line about an inch (more or less) be-
low the upper and closed edge of the band a
_ series of perforations are made, through which,

in the rear or outward thickness only, the
upper ends of the springs B are passed or
threaded to a distance about midway of their
lengths, the portions of the  springs immedi-
ately below the perforations being inclosed be-
tween the two thicknesses of the band. Thus
arranged, the straight springs and the-band
are fastened -together by metal clasps or but-
tons @ @, which have the effect of riveting the
springs and band firmly together.
ends of each spring are then brought together
and fastened, so that they cannot slide upon
each other longitudinally., The springs thus
attached and disposed severally assume the
form shown in section at Fig. 8, in which the
under or lower half of the spring, while re-
straining and holding the upper half in its
proper shape and position, forms a prop or
support toit, whereby a series of such springs,
although made of very light and flexible ma-
terial, are capable of bearing up and sustain-
ing the weight of a comparatively heavy dress.

C is the circumferential tape or web which
forms the lateral connection of the outer and
lower ends of the double springs, and b the
point or points at which it intersects the hori-
zontal line of the waistband. )

In this bustle, as in another one which 1
have invented and made application for Let-
ters Patent on, I use lightand straight springs,
which, in contradistinetion to havingafixed set
given them, are merely sprung and restrained
to their proper form and position without im-
pairing their elasticity and capacity to assume
their normal straight lines; but the construc-
tion or arrangement is different, springs of a
doubleform here being used,and a tension-cloth -
to hold them in position being dispensed with,
which economizes the cost of manufacture, and
the entire weight of the dress is similarly borne
up and sustained by and from the waistband
alone.

What is here claimed, and desired to be se-
cured by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with the waistband A, of
the springs B, attached intermediately of their
lengths to sald band; and sprung and- united
together at their free ends and connected 1at-
erally with each other and with the waistband
by a web or tape, C, substantially as specified.

JOHN BROUGHTON,
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Witnesses:
IFRED. HAYNES,
ARTHUR KINNIER,
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