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IMPROVEMENT IN DEVICES FOR DELIVERING MAIL-BAGS TO CARS.

The Schedule referred to in these Lietters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, James B. MCLAIN, of Newark,
in the county of Licking and State of Oliio, have in-
vented a new and improved Device for Delivering
Mail-Bags to Railroad-Cars; and I do hereby declare
the:following to be a full, clear, and exact déseription
of the same, reference being had to.the accompanying
drawing making a part of this specifieation, in which
the drawing represents a perspective view.

“The object of this invention is tosave the necessity
for stopping mail-trains in order to take on board the
mails at the way-stations,

To accomplish this object I employ an apparatus
designed to stand by the side of the track, having a

pivoted arm, upon which the mail-bag is hung in sueh

 position that the mechanism on the car can grasp
the bag as the car passes by. In doing this the sup-
port is-knocked from under the arm, and the Jatter
falls out of the way of the other cars.

In the drawing— . _ :

A is a standard, placed either permanently or upon
2 removable pedestal, alongside of the railroad-track,
with the'lugs @ « toward the track, -

Bin an arm pivoted to the lugs @ @, so as to rise

. and fall 'vertically ; when horizontal, extending nearly
or quite within reach of a person on the car, and when
not supported dropping to a vertieal position alongside

* of its supporting-standard, out of the way of the cars.

‘¢ ¢ are lugs attached to standard A, under the lugs
@ a, and supporting an arm or prop, O, composed of
one piece, ¢!, articulated to the lugs ¢ ¢, so as to rise
and fall vertically, and a second piece, ¢, articulated
to the outer end of the part ¢, so as to wove laterally
on that pivot.

‘When the arm B is in- a horizontal position the
arm C is employed to support it, its free extremity
engaging in a notch on the under side of arm B,
as shown in the drawing.

D is a lever, with one long and one short arm, piv-
oted to the under side of arm- B, near the outer end
of the latter, so as to move horizontally when arm B
is in a horizontal position. )

‘When swung around on its fulerum, the ends of the
lever will strike the prop C, knock it from under. the
arm B, and allow the latter to fill.

W is an-arm pivoted to the lower brackets or lugs
4 @, and provided with a pivoted extension, which is
designed to enter a loop on the lower end of the mail-
bag, for the purpose of holding it in place on the arm
or lever D. ' "

* In practical operation, the arm B is brought to a
horizontal position, with the prop under it, and the
lever D is arranged with its long end toward the cars

and its short end in contact with the prop O on the

side.opposite to the.coming train. )

The mail-matter is then placeéd or hung on the long
arm of lever D, within  reach of mechanism on the
mail-car.

As the train passes the mechanism seizes the bag,
in doing which the force of the moving train swings
the lever around, knocking the support from under
the arm B, and causing the latter to fall against its
standard, out of the way of the train.

Having thus deseribed my invention,

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The combination of & notched arm, B, and a lever,
D, with a post, A, and a prop, C, composed of a part,
¢!, articulated vertically to the post, and a part, ¢, ar-
ticulated laterally to the part ¢!, when construeted to
operate substantially in the manner and for the pur-
poses set forth.

. JAMES B. McLAIN.

‘Witnesses: '
J. D. Joxzs,
A. G. WYETH.




