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United  States

Aatent Office.

WILLIAM W. RUSSELL, OF MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS.

Letters Patent No. 109,253, dated November »1>5, 1870.

IMPROVEMENT IN PAPER-FILES.

The Schedule referred toin these Letters Patent and makmg part of the same

To all whom it may. concern:

Be it known that I, Winrzam W. RUsSSELL, of
Malden, in the county of Middlesex and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a new and improved “ Bill
and Letter - Holder,” of which the following, when

‘taken in connection Wlth the accompanying dmwing,
1is a full and exact specification.

My invention relates to two parallel pieces, between
Which the papers are placed, connected by arms, as
described, and held apart, when desired, by means of
an e]msﬁxo strap and a stlﬁ‘enel, as hel einafter de-
scribed. -

The object of my invention is to lold the top and
bottom pieces of the bill-holder at a proper distance
from each othe1 when desired, as in inserting 1)1})ela,
&e.

In: the accompanying drawing—'

Figure 1 is a view of a bill-holder, open and ready
for the insertion of papers.

Figure 2 is a view of the same wheu closed

« is the top, and

¢ the bottom piece of the bill-holder.

b is a handle to aid in raising the top «.

d is an elastic band, which tends to press the pieces
a ¢ together.

e is a stiffener, usnally made of stiff cloth, counect-
ing the ‘pieces « c.

¢ I are arms, serving to hold the pieces at a dis-
tance apart and parallel with each other, as in fig. 1.

In practical operation, when I wish to open my
bill-holder, I grasp the handle b with one hand and

thé bottom piece ¢ with the other, and pull the top
piece ¢ upward and rearward.

‘When the top piece a. arrives beyond the greatest
point of extension the rubber band d and stiffener e’
hold the two pieces apart, as in fig. 1. .

It is then ready for the 1ecuptmu of papers. .

The stiffener ¢ is also convenient in holding the
papers in place and keeping them from falling out.

I am aware that there is a deviee for holdm« Dbills
in which the two pieces are connected by spring arms
instead of two _loose ones, as in m \y inv cntnon, and.
without using the stiffener e.

T do not claim anything covered by sueh inven-
tions.

Thus, it will be readily seen that- my bill-holder .
holds the papers tightly, can be opened easily to show
thie titles of the papers enclosed, and w ill remaiii open’
for any length of time.

Having thus described my inv entmu

What I claim, and desire to sccure b\ Lotters Pat-
ent, ig-—

Th(, combination aud au.uwum,ut of the stiffener
¢, conuecting the pieces @ ¢ w 1th the elastic band d,
and two drus, ¢ &, the whole being constructed and
combined as .md 101 the purposes hercinbefore set

forth.
WM. W. RUSSELL.
Witnesses:

‘Wu. T. MORLEY,
H, W, WiLLiAMS.




