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IMPROVEMENT IN SHOW-CASES.

- 'The Schedule referred .to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

I, PRiLIe PRICE, of West Chester, county of Ches-
ter, State of Pennsylvania, have invented “ Improve-
‘ments in Show-Cases,” of which the following is a
specification, .

Nature and Object of the Invention.

This invention consists in improvements. in show-
cases, t0o fully described hereafter to need prelimin-
ary explanation, whereby the case is firmly supported,-
a4 thorough exhibition of its- contents effected, and
the said contents wheén of a perishable natitre are pre-
served for any desired length of time.’

Description of ':the Accompanying Drawing.

Figure 1 is a vertical section.of a revolving show-
case with my improvement. .

Figure 2, a section on the line 1 2, fig. 1. :

Figure 3 a view, showing the case arranged so as
to turn.upon and be raised or lowered by an adjusta-
ble pivot. :

General Description.

The case A consists of an annular base, @, to which
are connected upright 1ibsd, supporting an annular
top, consisting of wings ¢ ¢, connected by inclined ra-
dial ribs d d. o

Between the ribs § b are fitted curved panes of
glases e e, which extend from the base to the top of
-the case, and between the rings ¢ ¢ and ribs d arein-
serted panes of glass ¢. ‘

The case rcsts on rollers 4, so that it ean be turned
round a stationary cylindrical pillar B, whieh is se-
cured to the base or table 2, and, in the present in-
stance, is hollow, formed in a vessel, B, of metal,
glass, or other material, and' which extends to or
above the ring ¢, and is provided . with a detachable

cap, f. . . S

U['Jf;)n brackets & on the tibs b, and on lugs on ver-
tical rods m, rest annular shelves o, which may be of
glass or other material, and surronnd the vessel B,
but are nob in contact with the same, and from the
lower end of the said vessel extends a pipe, p, which
may be provided at the end with a suitable cock.

It is well known that in ordinary show-cases many
articles, such-as frait, butter, meats, &c., cannot be
maintained for a long time on exhibition, especially
during warm weather or in heated apartments,. in
consequence of the perishable nature of these arti-
cles.

By my improvement the articles may be preserved
for any desired length of time, and, at the same time, |
may be so disposed for exhibition as to afford every
opportunity for thoroughly inspecting them.

The articles to be exhibited are arranged upon the

shelves o, and the vessel B is filled with ice-or with
any -suitable freezing mixture which wili maintain
the interior of the case at such a low temperature
that ne deleterious change can take place in its con-
tents.
. The wafer resulting from tlie melting of the ice
may be withdrawn through the pipe P, and the vessel
may be replenished after removing the top f. )
The case may be provided with suitable doors for
the introduction -and removal of the articles, or it
may be made as shown, the articles being placed on

_the shelves before the case is placed over the vessel
B .

Tustead -of supporting the case on rollers it may
have a central pivot at the top, bearing on the top of
the vessel B, and this pivot may be adjustable, so that
the case may be lowered to rest upon the table, or
raised so'as to revolve round the central vessel B.
Tor this purpose a pivoted serew, 2, fig. 3, turning in
the top of the case and bearing on the top of the pil-
lar, may be used, :

1t will be seen that in consequence of the suppor

afforded by the central cylinder B, the frame of the - -

case may be made very light, and yet be strong enough
to sustain the contents. )
- Extremely light and ornamental cases may thus be

“made for exhibiting jewelry and other articles, a solid
"pillar taking the place of the vessel B.

It will be obvious that thé form of the case may be
varied to any extent, that it may be stationary or may
be revolved by clock-work or other motor, and. that
the ice-receptacle may be constructed and arranged
in any manner required by the construction -of the
case'or the character of tlie articles to be exhibited

- and preserved.

Claims.

1. A case, B, containing ice or a freczing mixture,
and arrapged within a case, constructed as set forth,
for the exhibition of perishable articles.

2. The eombination of the upright B, secured to. a
base, X, a_show-case revolving round said upright,
and an -adjustable pivot, &, secured to said ease and
béaring on the .upright, so- that by adjusting said
pivot the case may be raised from or caused to rest
on the base, all as described. _

In testimony whereof, I have signed my name to this
specification in - the presence of two subscribing- wit-

nEsses. L.
PHILIP PRICE.

Witnesses:
G. MILEs,
‘WM. "WHITEHEAD.
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