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Mitent Office.

HUBERT C. HART, OF UNIONVILLE, CONNECTICUT.

Letters Patent No. 110,357, dated December 20, 1870.

IMPROVEMENT IN MOUSE-TRAPS.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,

To all whom it may concern . S
" Be it known that I, HUBERT C. HAwr, of Union-
ville, of Hartford county, in the State of Connecticut,

have invented certain new and useful Tmprovements

-in Mouse-Traps ; and I do hereby declare that the fol-.
~lowing is & full and eéxact description thereof, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawing making

“-part of this application.

Previous to my invention, a great variety of mouse-
~traps has been devised, among whieli is a simple one
known as the ¢ wood-choke ” trap, which is eomposed

*-of a block of. wood cut out from the side on whieh it

-i8 designed to sit or résf, and pierced on one or more
of its other sides with oné or more holes, whicl com-
-municate with the hollow (or cut-out) space, and which
serve as entrances for the -head of the animal; and
immediately inside of such holes are arranged wire
yokes, which are’ drawn suddenly up and choke the
“animal. S : . o
- My invention relates particularly to this kind of

i -mouse-trap,, and has for its objeets to simplify the

construction, reduce the cost of manufacture, and

‘- render the trap-mechanism more sure in its-operation
‘and capable of being more easily “ set;” andto these
-ends oo . .

My invention consists in the employment, in con-

‘pection with the ordinary wire yoke and spring lifter- |

frame, of a lateh-bar or arm pivoted within the space
surrounded by the spring-frame, and which operates
directly on the latter to bold it, and also serves asthe

trigger for letting the trap off; hs will be presently-

more fully explained. S .

To enable those skilled in'the art to make and use.
my invention, I will proceed to describe it more par-
ticularly, referring by letters to the.accompanying

~drawing, in which— . .
.~ Figure 1 is a top view; :
Pigure 2, a vertical section at 2 z, fig. 1;-and -
Figure 3, a front view of a single-hole trap embody-
*ing my improvements.

- In the several figures the same part is designated
.by the same- letter of reference.

- Ais the wooden portion or body of the trap; which
is cut out in the usual manner, and is provided with
the wire yoke b and spring liftér-frame ¢, which parts
-are made and arranged to operate in the customary
way. » :

In'lieu of having a ﬁre tongue pivoted in front of

the frame ¢, and so arraiged as to hold it down, and
in'turn be held at its inner end by the trigger-bar, as
in traps as heretofore made, I"provide a trigger-bar or
arm d, which I pivot to a wire staple at f, as clearly.
shown. . ) .

This arm & is formed of flat or sheet metal, and with
a lip ab 4, (sce fig. 2,) which catches over and confines
‘or holds down the spring frame ¢, and the lower end
of said arm d is bent and pointed, as shown,ina suit-
able manner, to adapt it to receive and hold. the.bait,’

The block A is cut out and slotted, as shown at 5
6, to facilitate the placement and attachment of the
trigger arm and latch d. ) R o

The operation of the trap needs little explanation ;
when set; as illustrated in the drawing, the frame ¢’
(and consequently the yoke D) is ‘held down as shown
by the lip 4 of the lateh &. The moment the baifed
(lower) end of said bar ¢ is moved, the front end of -
~frame ¢ will be released from the lip 4, and the said
frame, flying suddenly up, will carry with it the yoke;
b, and cateh the . niouse by the neck, all in the usual
manuner. ) R

It will be seen that by having an oseillatory Lar d,
arranged and operating as described, {acting directly.
on the frame ¢,) instead of a hinged tongue to lap over
the frame, and a pivoted trigger to catel hold of the
longue, as has. been customary, the trap msehan- "
ism 18 not only simplified and made eheaper, but it is
rendered eapable of being much mors conveniently
handled and set; and it will also be seen that, by mal-
ing the cateh-bar antd trigger all in one piece of flat .
etal, as shown, it cant be very eheaply manufactured.

Having fully explained my improved trap, so that
those skilled can make and use my invention,

What I claim therein as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— ‘

In a wood-choker mouse-trap, the combination with
the frame or saddle and yoke or choker, of a.bait-
hook, so constructed and arranged as to engage di-
rectly with said saddle, substantially as and for the
purposes herein specified. , ’ _

In testimony whereof I have héreunto set my hana
and seal this 17th day of April, 1870.

HUBERT ©. HART. [L.s.]

‘Witnesses:
J. MOINTIRE,
BE. 8. H. CuLry.
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