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IMPROVEMENT IN STAMP-CANCELERS.
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The Schedule referred to iv these Letfers Patent and making part of the same, -

e ———— i

To all whom it may concern: .
Be it known that I, CHARLES C. Leurrox; of
Washington, in the county of Washington and in the
" District of Columbia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements .in Screw and Plate-canceling
“Stamps ; and do hereby declare that the following is
a fall; clear, ainid ‘exact deseription thereof] reference
being had to the accompanying drawing and to the
letters of reference marked thereon making a part of
this specification. ‘ ’

The nature of my invention consists in the con-.

struction and arrangement of & serew and plate, form-
ing a devico for canceling revenue-stamps on baivels
or other similar vessels; as will ‘be hercin fully set
forth. : _ -

In order to cnable others: skilled in the art to
-which my invention appertaing to make and use the
same, I will now proceed to describe its.construction
and operation, referring to the annexed drawing, in
whieli— -

Wigure 1 is a longitudinal vertieal seetion ;

Tigure 2 is a plan view; and .

Figure 3 is a section of the screw.

A represents a plate made in the shape of an ol-
long star of any suitable dimension, and provided on
its under side with tooth-shaped projections ¢ a,

In the center of the plate A is a round counter-
sunk hole, b, having in its cireumference two recesses,
¢ ¢, opposite cacl other, said recesses extending up-
ward in the plate from the under side. :

- The revenue-stamp being placed over the buung of
a barrel, the plate A is laid on top of the same so
that the central opening b will come at about the cen-
ter of the bung. :

A screw, B, is then serewed thiough the opening b

into the bung, so far-that the head of the sorew will |

fit in the countersink around the hole D. This, of
course, Las the effect of cansing the tecth ¢ « on the
under side of the
info the bung.
The shank of the serew Bis slotted verticall y from.
the head downward, and in the lower end of this slot

plate to penetrate the stamp and

are pivoted two wings, d d, the upper ends of whicl
are pressed outward by means of spring inserted be-
tween them in the slot: - '

The projecting portions of the wingsdd ave rounded
on oue side so that, when the serew is being foreed or
screwed in, the wings will, by coming in eontact with
the inner edge of the plate, be pressed inward. .

As soon as the serew B has been serewed in sulii-
ciently, that is, when the head is as farin as it will
come, the upper endd of the wings are forced outward
and into the recesses ¢ eon tlie mider side of the plate
A, whieh effectually locks the screw, as the square
sides of the wings will prevent The serew from being
turned backward,

The stamp cannot be iremoved ag long as this plate
is on, and when tlie plate is removed, as will be pres-
ently mentioned, the stamp is so torn that it is im-
Dossible to use it again. = - -

The plate A eannot be rémoved as long s the bung
remains in the barrel, beeause the serew 13 cannot b
turhed backward; but, when the bung is removed, thre
Plate and serew go with -it. Then the bung can be
unserewed from the screw, but the teeth a @, pene-
trating into the bung, necessitates or Ciuses a tear-
ing of the upper-surtace of the bung and consequent
tearitig of the stamp, rendering it impossible for the
stamp to be used again.

Having thus fally deserilbed my invention,

What I claim as new, and desire to seeurc by Let-

ters Patent, is—

The combination of the plate A with its teeth « «,
ceutral opening b, and recesses ¢ ¢, and the screw B
with its spring wings @ @, all substantially as and for -
the purposes herein set forth, .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I have. -
herenuto set mv hand this 4¢h day of Noveurber,
1870. ‘

OHARLES C. LGERTON.

Witnesses:
Frepr, Kooxvns,
A. N. Mazz.




