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MICHAEL HODGE -,_SIMPSON, oF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

" Letters Patent No. 112,391, dated March 7, 1871,

“Toall persons to whom these p1 esents may Y come :

~of - Boston, .in the county of Suffolk’ and. State of
Massaghusetts, have ‘invented or dlscoveled a new
and useful manufacture or mode of utilizing the silky
down' of the seeds of ‘tle: Asdlepias. lynaca “wild
-cotton,” ‘“silk-weed,” or ““swallow-wort,” as usually
termed ; and I.do. hereby .declare ‘the same to be fully
'descubed as follows:
When he1 stofore attempts have been made to spin
the vegetable fiber or silky‘down' above mentioned, it
has'been found difficult if- not impracticable ‘to ma,ke
4 usefulor strong product from it on account of its
gloss and smoothuess,-and: the conscqueut dltﬁculty of
causing the fibers to hold together.
- ¥ have discovered that by combmmg or mixing Wlth
. coton, wool; or flax, or g fibrotus material of hke na-
: ‘tme, a quantity of the %aid silky down in or abous
“in“the" proportion ‘of oue. pound of the down to one
" pound of ‘the cotton, wool, or flax, and runuing the
" mixture through:a common. ¢otbon or wool-plckex and

L afterwald subJectlnv it (the mlxture) to the opera--

‘tions of a ca,rdmg-macbme or-engine, as wool or cot-

rials as to. produce a comblnatlon or compound fibrons
" substance or article of great value and nse for being
manufactured into. thread: or. yarn and cloth. ’_L’he
admixtare of the said seed-down with the base or
additional fibrous tmatter, whether the latter be either

‘{]uster ‘the base fabric serving to bind and hoid in
“union those:of the seed-down.

The operations of the picking and ca;rdmg-encmeb
prepare the fibers of the . seed-down for being held to
advantage by and in conuection with those of the cot-

- state of roving or sliver.
*1Phe seed-down in its normal condxtxon, or when first
‘mixed ‘with-cotton- or wool, has more or less. of the
‘Seeds in” connection with 11; These are. removed by
‘the operations of ‘the picker, whicki also thoroughly
“intermingles the.down with the fibers of the cotton or
wool.: -

‘Subsequently the ear dmg-engme stla,lghtens out the
fibers of the down and-cotton or wool and prepares
them for being drawn and spun. v

~ Be'it known that I, MioBABL HODGE SIMPSON,:

“ton is carded, thereby T'¢an'so intermix the tiwo mate-,

wool-or flax, imparts. to the fabrie a peculiarly silken

ton. or wool when'all are twisted together from the_’

IMPROVEMENT IN UTILIZING THE SILKY DOWN OF THE WILD COTTON.

The Schedule referred to-in thése Letters Patent and malirig part of the same,

By intermixing the smooth fibers of the seed-down
with the rough tibets of the cotton or wool the former
are held from escaping with the seeds and dit6 expelled
from the fibers by the blast of ‘the picker. ‘

The above mode of utilizing the seed-down of. the

silk-weed ‘is calculated, from plesent appearances; to -~

develop in - this country a highly important branch of
industry, especially the eultivation of the plant for
manufiacturing purposes, and its use in the arts fo &
great extent in making various fabries, in many of
whmh it may advaut&geous]y take the place of silk,

. Although T have meutioned that the mixture of the
down and- binding material may be in the proportion
of one pound-of each, I-do not intend to limit my in-

| vention to such plopomom, as they may be va.rled

more ol less, as eircumstances may require.

I make no claim to any composition of fibrous ma-
terials or mode of compounding, such as set forgh in -
the United States Patent No. 69,752, or in the reject-
ed applications for patents of A C. C‘u ¢y, filed Ma,y
26, 1867, and Neill and Burnett, filed Febr uary 7

1810

~ There are impor tant differences besween my methiod
of procedare and any descubed in either of the above-

srecited referenees. |

Inueither of them is thiere found the said down con-
taining the seeds mixed with a fibrous material, and to-
gether subjected to the action of 'a picker ,md after-
ward to a carn d1n<r-enfrme, all of which is produetive of
highly useful effects in the preparation of the down
f01 being converted into a yarn or a fabric.

I theérefore ¢laim as my invention—

1. he bereinbefore-described method of trc.utmT the

. Asclepias fiber or seed-down, as explained, such bun(r

for combining it, under cuuumstanocs as stated, wu;h
one or more othu fibrous matters, as mentl(mcd and
subsequently subjecting the mixture to the operations
of ‘& pieker and a carding-engine. e
2. The improved -article- or ﬁbxous compos1t10n,
made of the materials and .in the wanuer as set

forth.
M. H. SIMPSON.
"Witnesses:

R. H, Eppy,
8. N. PIpER.



