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UNITED STATES

PateENT OFFICE.

“To-all whom it may concern:
Be it known that-I, MORRIs P. BRAY, of
Birmihgham, inthe county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Tm-
provement in ‘Hoop-Skirts; and I do hereby
- “declare the following, when' taken in connec-
‘tion with the accompanying drawings and the
letters of reference -marked thereon, to be.a
full; clear; and’exact description of the same,
‘ and which $aid’ drawings. constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—
i, Figure 1" a ‘dide view, and in Flg 2 arear
view.
This invention relates to an 1mprovement in
hoop-skirts, especlally to that part termed the
“bustle;’’ -the object of the invention being to
form a supporb for-the ‘bustle, to-sustain it in
a central position at the back and prevent its
turning or being pressed out of shape. ,
The invention  consists in combining with

the transverse and. vertical springs, which, in
connection with the bandsand tapes, form the
bustle, diagonal springsrunning fromtheband
at'one side across and down to the lower spring
upon the opposite side, thus forming a ' brace
which prevents ‘the transverse and vertical
‘ Nsprmgs from ehanging position.

- A “ig the band, B-the tapes, and C the

springs, of ‘a common hoop-skirt.
D are transverse springs extending from the
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tab E, near the front on-one side, around a cor-
responding tab on'the opposite side.

" F ‘are vertical springs extending from the
band down'to the tapes, and secured ab their -
ends, respectively, to the band and tapes, and
to these the transverse springs are securely
fixed. - 'While these vertical springs prevent
a vertical movement of the transverse springs
they do not: prevent a transverse movement,
which will throw the bustle out of shape. To
avoid this I arrange diagonal springs I I, one
of which runs from the band at one side down
to the lower spring of the bustle on the oppo-
site side, the other from the band at the oppo-

.site side crossing the first diagonal spring to

the lower spring of the bustle, as seen in Fig.

2. The said diagonal spring being firmly se-

cured in position and to the parts securely,

guards against all derangement’ or misplace-:
ment of the' springs or bustle.

I-claim as my invention—

Inahoop- -skirt, in whichare eomblnedtrans
verse springs D and vertical springs F-to form
the bustle, the arrangement of diagonal springs
I 1, substantially in the manner and for the
purpose specified.

. M. P. BRAY.
‘Witnesses:
JouN H. SHUMWAY,
A. J. TIBBITTS,



