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IMPROVEMENT IN BIRD-CAGE MATS.
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I, Isaac A. SINGER, of the city, county, and State
of New York, have mvented certain lmplovements
in Mats for Bll’d Cages, of which the f’ollowmg isa
spacmcatlon

Nature and Objects of the Invention.

.- My invention relates to mats to be placed in the
bottoms of ‘¢ages for birds, and consists in certain
implovunents upon the “improvement in- paper for
nse in the bottoms of bird-cages,” for- which Letters
Patent of the United States were granted to Jasper
H. Singer ¥ebruary 7, 1871.

My improvement cons1sts in thi¢ combination, with
clotlt or other fibrous material, of bird-seed or other
food; attached thereto by means of a farinaceous
paste, and either with or without the. admixture of
sand or gravel, for the purpose of furnishing.to the
birds an additional induecement to pick and scratch
upon the mat, substantially as hereinafter set forth.

Second, the combination, with gravel or food and =
ﬂumaceous paste or cement, of cloth, either felted or
woven, and either with or wit-hout paper attached
thereto, for the purpose of preventing the birds from
picking the mat to pleces, substantially as hereinafter
set forth,

General Description.

-In the preparation of my improved mat for bird-
cages I prefer to make the base of the mat of cotton-
cloth, pasted upoir paper, and to attach the seed and
sand-or gravel to the smface of the cloth with com-
mon paste, made from either a wheat or rice-flour.
This mode of making the base of the mat of a com-
bination of- paper and cloth lhas the advantages that,
while the paper gives the necessary stiffnéss, the cloth
_- forming the upper surface, by its totwhness prevents
the birds from picking it to pieces, as they might de

to some extent if this upper surface of the base of the
mat were paper instead of cloth. It also prevents the
mat from being destroyed by the water which may be
thrown upon 1t by the birds. '
1t is obvious, however, that the.advantage last men:
tioned would .be 1ea11zed by making the Jase of the -
mat of cloth alone and attaching to it the gravel or food
in the manner stated; and this latter construction -
may be adopted where the flexibility of the mat su
constructed would not be an objection. - :

The combmatlon of the food with the nnt, as 'LbO\ e
ple and scmtch more upon the mat for the pur p'o'sé i
of obtaining this food; and furnishes them an addl—
tional mduccment to healthful. exercise,

In general I prefer to combine fine gravel W1th ‘
bird-seed or other suitable food in equal or any other
proportions that may be dee_med desirable or suit the.
choice of the users. . :

Claim )

I c].um as my invention—

. The combination, in a mat for bud-cagei, of
cloth or other fibrous material, bird-seed, either
mixed with sand or gravel or not, and a fcumaceous
paste or cement, substantml]y as lereinafter. set
onth

. The combination, in a mat for bird-cages, of felt,
or WO\ en cloth, either pasted upon paper or not, sand

or gravel, or bird-seed or other food, and farinaceous
paste. or cement, substantxa,lly as huembefor(, seb
torth .
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