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IMPROVEMENT IN CLAMPS FOR HOLDING PACKAGES, &c.

The Schedule referred to In these Lotters ‘Patent and making part. of the same,

To all whom &t may concern :

Be it known that I, DUNDAS DICK, of the city of
New York, in the county and State of New York,
have invented a new and improved Machine for Hold-.
ing Packages, Books, &c., to be Tied or Finished ; and
X .do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,

and exact deseription thereof, which will enable others

‘skilled in the art to make and use the same, reference
“being had to the accompanying drawing forming part
of this" specification. -

The object of this invention is to provide a conven-
ient and adjustable device for retaining articles or
packages to be tied or finished in such a manner. that
they can be freely turned and still always -properly
- held.- - :

The invention consists in the arrangement of a. pair
of spring jaws having swivel-buttons, between which
the packages are held. = -

The jaws ean be opened by treadle mechanism to

Telease the completed packages and receive those to

be tied or finished. . '

- In the putting up-of all kinds of merchandise, such
" as tohacco, medicines, toilet goods, playing-cards, hard-

waye, &c., the use of this device is of great advantage,
- a8 it ‘enables the attendant to use both hands, and
“ therefore work with more than double rapidity.

The same advantages are gained when my new ap-
paratus is used for holding books, boxes, or other
things to be finished at the edges. :

.- 1n the accompanying drawing my invention is clearly
illustrated— T

Figure 1 being a perspective;

Figure 2, a side view on a reduced seale ef the same ;
and

Figure 3, a detail transverse section. of the upper
ends of the jaws.

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts. : :
- A B in the drawing are the spring jaws, connected -
in one piece or made entirely separate, as may be de-.
sired, but so that the spring power has a tendency to~

-draw the upper ends together.

To the ends of the jaws are secured, on their inner
sides, swivel-buttons O O, which are exactly in line,
50 that their faces are held together by the spring
pressure, in the manner clearly indicated in fig. 3,

The buttons turn either on or with their fastening-
pins &, and can be covered with rubber or other fabric
of adhesive character. '

The package or thing D to be manipulated is placed
between the buttons by spreading the jaws, so.that it
will be securely held by the spring power. It can'be
turned with the buttous,. which, notwithstanding the
pressure, will easily revolve, and each edge can there-
fore be brought within convenient reach for folding,
handling, or finishing.

The jaws are secured ‘to a suitable. frame or table,
E.- Oue of them may, by a string, b, or otherwise, be
connected with a lever or treadle, I, to be conveniently
opened. . ‘

In place-of the spring power, weight may be used
on the jaws with equal effect.

Having thus described my invention,

I claim as new and desire to ‘secure by Letters
Patent— » :

The self-closing jaws A B, provided with the swivel-
buttons, substantially as and for the purpose. herein

shown and described.
‘ DUNDAS DICK.

Witnesses :
A. V. BRIESEN,
T. B. MOSHER.
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