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General Description.

county, New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mechanism
for Stretching the Brims of Hat-Bodies, of
which the following is a specification:

Nature and Objects of my Invention.

My invention relates to stretching the brims
of hat-bodies preparatory to blocking; and
consists in providing a suitable block or form
upon which the body is placed after the top
portion has been stretched, and upon which it
is held while the brim is being stretched.
This block or form is adjustable by means of
a screw, upon which it is mounted and made
to suit any height of ecrown.

The brim is stretched by means of a series
of arms, which are stationary all around the
circumference of the brim, and a series of le-
vers operating between these arms, which le-
vers are linged and combined with a lever to
raise them np horizontally, carrying portions
of the brim up to its proper position. The
stretching surfaces of these arms and levers
are serrated or roughened to prevent the slip-
ping or sliding of the brim inwardly or to-
ward the block, and thus carry it to the posi-
tion required.

I have also provided a means of throwing
back, or open, the machine, to enable me to
place the cone upon the block and stretchers,
and to remove it again when finished; and,
acting in combination with this hinge I have
provided a lateh operated by a spring to hold
the machine firmly in position during the ope-
ration of stretching.

Description of the Drawving.

Figure 1 shows the machine thrown by the
lever in position to stretch the brim, and the
dotted lines show the position of the machine
when open to receive or remove the hat-body,

the stretching-levers down.

A A s the frame of the maclire."
standard or shaft line upon which the block is
mounted, and upon which the lever-arms are |
worked. C C, the lever-arms. D D, the sta-
tionary stretchlng arms. H,thering or frame,
supporting arms D. F, the handle by which
the machine is opened and closed. G,thead.
justable block. H, the screw by whlch the
block G is regulated I1,the levers which ope-
the movable lever- armb J, the handle by -
which the levers are operated K, the spring-
latch which ‘holds the frame E in place for
operation, IL,the hinge in frame A by which
the machine is thrown open. M, the spring,
operating latch K. N, the foot-lever which
moves shaft B, carrying the stretchers into
position to stretch the brim. O, the link con-
necting the shaft B and lever N. P P, the
legs of the machine. Q, the sliding frame up-
on which lever-arms C are mounted.

To operate my machine I throw back the
frame, as shown by dotted lines in the draw-
ing, and lower the frame Q. I then place the
body (the tip having been previously stretched)
upon block G, close and latch the frame over
it, place the foot upon lever N, which carries
the stretchers up and partlally stretches the
brim; then raise handle J, which carries up
the arms C C into a horizontal position, thus
giving full stretch to the brim and carrying it
out into the position, thus stretching the brim
perfectly.

Claim,

I elaim—

The adjustable supporting-block G, in com.
bination with arms D and C, which are rough-
ened upon their holding- surfaces, all acting
tovether, as and for the purposes set forth.
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