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* To all whom it may conoern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE C. LAWTON, of
= Algona, county of Kossuth and State of Iowa,

©. - haveinvented a new and useful Improvement:

in:Gate and Door-Fastenings;-and I do here-

.+ ‘by'declare .the following to be a full, clear,
' and exact description thereof, which will ena
2 ble'others skilled in the:-art to which my in-

* vention appertains to make and use the same,

reference  being ‘had to the accompanying

. drawing forming paxt of this specmcatlon, in.

‘whlch———

- Figurelis a side elevatlon of an ordinary
door with my improved fastening attached
~thereto; Fig.2'is a-vertical transverse sec-
' tion of the same, showing that portion of the

: ~ fastening which is at the Tight hand of the
““line d d, drawn vertically through Fig. 1; and
I‘m 3 1s a plan of the catchtaken on the line

Snmhr letters of reference 1ndlcwte corre-

Bt spondmv parts in the several figures of the

. ~drawing.
w My mventmn relates ‘to the.construction. of
" a-gate and barn-door latch ; and my improve-
* ment consists in the eatch be1ng concaved in-
ward from its ends toward the center, and
-beveled upward from the bottom. to the top,
and provided with a.slot or recess to receive

" the latch, a more full and: partlcular descrip-

+tion. of Whlch will be hereinafter given.

- In the accompanying drawing, A is the
' catch, which is permanently affixed to the in-
ner 51de of . the post or jamb casing of a gate
+or-door, and is of peculiar shape, being con-
* caved from its ends inward toward the center,
= "and beveled upward: fromthe bottom to.the

“top, and is provided. in it§ center with a slot
OT' T€COSS, fy: cut laterally aeross the-upper

surface of the same, the object of Whlch isto ’
allow:the hook to readlly enter the slot by
passing upward upon the inclined surface of
the catch, and also-to retain the hook in posi-

tion upon the cateh by resting within the slot.

B is the latch, which is provided at one end
with a lateral plvot b, which fits into g corre-
sponding recess upon the inner side of plate
C, which is firmly secured to the gate or door
in a manner which admits of a free and easy
movement of the latch. The outer end of said-
latch is enlarged, forming a hook, D, which is
soarranged that when the gate or doorisclosed -
the .inclination of the hook readily slides up
the inclination of the catch, by which means
the gate or door is secured firmly in a closed
position.

It will be noticed that I can use my fasten-
ing for either a right-or'left hand gate or door
without any change of form, as the sides of
the cateh are equal, thus: allowing -the latch

-and hook to pass over and engage the same

from either side. ‘

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Tetters
Patent, is—

The combination of the plate C,latch B, and
catch A, when the said catch is concaved in-
ward from its ends toward the center and bev-
eled upward from the bottom to the top, and
provided with the slot or recess a to receive
the lateh, the whole constructed and arranged
to operate substantially as and for'the purpose

described.
GEORGE C. LAWTON.
- 'Witnesses: ‘
‘ J. B. WINKEL,

A D, (JLARKL.'




