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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ANDREW TURNBULL, OF NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN -HOUSINGS FOR CLOTHES-LINES.

Speciﬁcaﬁon forming part of Letters Patent No. 115,544, dated May 30, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW TURNBULL,
of New Britain, in the county of Hartford and
State of Connecticat, haveinvented a new and
Improved Housing for Clothes-Lines; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which will
enable those skilled in the art to make and
use thesame, reference being had to theaccom-
panying drawing forming part of this specifi-
cation, in which drawing— <

Figure 1 represents.a plan or top view of
this invention. Fig. 2 ig a transverse section
of the same, the line ¢ =, Fig. 3, indicating the
plane of section.. Fig. 3 is an end view of the
Ssame.

Similar letters-indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to that class of de-
vices known as housings for clothes-lines; and
it consistsofabracket which eanbeconvenient-
ly attached to 4 post, and which forms the
bearings for the axle of a reel, said bearings
being open and provided with locking-pinsin
such g manner that when the reel is placed
within the bearings of the bracket and the
locking-pin inserted the c¢lothesline can be un-
wound and drawn around various posts, and
finally brought to the required tension by
turning the reel back and securing it in the

required position by the ratchet-wheel pawl,

and by turning the reel the line can be wound
up, and when the locking-pins are withdrawn
the housing, together with the line, can be
taken down, stored away with ease and facility,
without being liable to become soiled by dust
or other impurities.

In the drawing, the letter A designates a
reel, which is inclosed in a cylindrical case, B,
mounted loosely on the gudgeon & o of said
reel, and provided with a slot or aperture, D,
through which passes the clothes-line ¢, one
end of this line being made fast to the reel, so
that by turning said reel the line will be wound
up thereon inside of the case B. The gudg-
eons a & of the reel extend through the heads
- of the case B and have their bearingsin a
bracket, C, which is secured to a post, D. The
bearings in the brackets are open, as at i 4,
and they are provided with locking-pins d,

which are passed through the holes K X, by
which means the gudgeons « ¢/ of the reel are
retained in place and are free torevolve, and
when these pins are taken out the reel, to-
gether with the protecting case, can be re-
moved while the- bracket remains fast to the
post. One of the gndgeons ¢’ of the reel ex-
tends through its bearing in the bracket, and
on it is mounted & ratchet- wheel, ¢, and a
wineh, /. A stop-pawl, g, which is pivoted to
the gide of the bracket C, engages with the
ratchet-wheel ¢, and prevents the wheel from
being turned back by the strain of the line.
The outer end of the line is provided with a
loop %, and, if it is desired torig up the clothes-
line, the reel is mounted in its bearings, the
locking-pins are inserted, and the line is car-
ried round the several posts E F G and back
to the post D, and the loop A is hitched onto
a pin or hook, 4, projecting from the bracket
C or from the post D. By turning the reel

‘back in the direction of the arrow marked on

it in Fig. 3 the line is strained, and after the
proper tension has been attained the reel is
retained by the stop-pawlg.  In turning the
reel the case B remains stationary, being pre-
vented from turning round by the line passing
out of the slot b.

When it is desired to tale down the line the
loop & is unhitched, and by turning the reel in
the proper direction the line is taken in. The
locking-pins are then taken out, and the reel,
together with the line and the protecting-case
B, can be readily taken down and put away,
the line being fully protected against dust or
other impurities by the case B. .

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of bracket C, formed with
the open bearings 7 7 and holes K K to receive
the pins 4 d, with the case B mounted loosely
upon. the gudgeons « ¢ of the reel A, ashere-
in shown and described, for the purpose set

forth.
ANDREW TURNBULL.

YWitnesses:
HENRY NASH,
L. P. JONES.




