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IMPROVEMENT IN PRUNING-SHEARS.

Speciﬁcation forming part of Letters Patent No. 115,571, dated June 6,1871.

To all whom it 1ray eoncern:

Be it known that I, JorN CHRISTY, of Clyde,
in the county of Sandusky and State of Ohio,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Pruning-Shears; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing making part of this
specification, in which— -

Figure 1, Plate 1, is a perspective view of
the shears with portions of the-handles bro-
ken off. ¥ig. 2 is a view of one side of the
shears. Fig. 3 is an edge view. Fig. 4, Plate
© 2,is an enlarged view with the blades open.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

* The object of thiy invention is to improve
pruning - shears which have convex cuntting-
edge blades, working with a drawing cut, in

combination with a concave blade or hook.-

The nature of my invention consists in a blade
made without any bend in its flat sides, and
with a. convex cutting-edge, and an angular

attaching end; a hook made without a bend

in its flat sides, and with a concave cutting-

edge and an angular shank ; and an angular-

shouldered shank of a form very closely resem-
bling the letter S; all eonstructed, combined,
and arranged in such manner that the well-
known draw-cut is secured; and,at the same
time, the handles are brought into the same
plane with one another, and yet the blade has
1o bend in its flat sides.” The handles are al-
so firmly stopped from closing together be-
- yond a certain point; the blade and hook
saved from strain, and supported and kept
from twisting, and the great difficulty experi-
enced in grinding those blades which have a
bend in their flat sides, upon a platform ar-
ranged beneath a grindstone, is wholly over-
come; and, withal, an improved form of hook
and blade, by reason of the matching angle
at their rear extensions, is secured. ‘

To enable others skilled in the art to un-
stand my invention, I will explain its construec-
tion and operation. .

In the accompanying drawing, D D/repre-
sent the two handles of the instrument, which
are in the same plane. Into the handle D is

inserted the shank of a hooked blade, A ; and
into the handle I is inserted the tang of a
shouldered shank, C. Theshank of the blade

A and the shouldered shank C present angles
at g k, which bring the handles D D’ nearer to-
gother. The end of the shouldered shank C
is connected to the shank of the hooked blade
by means of a pivot, ¢, which is.the fulerum
about which the handles articulate. At s the
shank C is bent so as to present a shoulder.
By thus bending this shank C that portion of
it which is inserted into the handle D‘is in
the same plane with the hooked blade A, while
the other portion of this shank lies on one side
of the said blade, as clearly shown in Fig. 3.
B represents the shear-blade or cutter, which
presents to the hooking-edge of blade A a
convex cutting-edge, p. The shank of this
blade has an oblong slot, b, made through
it in a direction with its length, through which

‘a Temovable pivot-bolt, ¢, passes, that is in-

serted into the shank of the hooked blade B.
The end of the shank of blade B is connect-
ed to that portion of the shouldered shank
C which is in the same plane as the hooked
blade A by means of a removable pivot-bolt
¢. Tt will thus bé seen that the blade B is con-
nected to the shank C, and also to the blade
A, by means of pivots, which are independ-
ent of the fulecrum-pivot ¢, and which will al-

‘low the said blade B to be detached af pleas-

ure without removing the pivot e. The cut-
ting-blade B is flat, and its cutting-edge is pro-
duced by beveling this blade on one side; con-
sequently, it can be conveniently presented to
a stone when it is necessary to sharpen it. It
will also be seen that the arrangement of the
blade B on one side of the blade A, in combina-
tion with the bent shank G, part of which is
arranged on the opposite side of the blade A,
affords a brace for the handles, and prevents
the pivots from being subjected to twisting
strain during the act of cutting. It will also

be seen that the shoulder s of the shank C af-

fords a stop for preventing the handles D D/
from shutting together on the hands of the op-
erator. - This feature is shown in Fig. 2, where-
in it will be seen that when the cutting-edge
‘p closes completely on the hook of blade A,
the shoulder s will abut against the back
edge of the angular portion g of the shank of
hooked blade A. By reference to Figs. 2
and 4 it will be seen that the blade B has a
longitudinal sliding movement, and, at the
same time a vibrating movement, which move-
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ments produce. the well - known drawing or
shear-cut.

I do not claim the construction of pruning-
shears shown in therejected application of ‘A.
B. Crandall, filed April 11, 1868 ; but

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The improved pruning-shears herein de-
seribed, as.a new article of manufacture, said

shearscombiningthe shouldered angularshank
C, the concave hook A, with angular shank,
and the convex slotted blade B, with angular
rear attaching-end, all constructed and ar-

ranged as described. .
JOHN CHRISTY,
Witnesses: o
AARON L. HATFIELD,
Mrs. S. HATFIELD.




