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to each of the shoulder-straps.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, THoMAS O. POTTER
and JOSEPH WILLIAM SMITH, both of Boston,
in the county of Suffolk and State of Massa-
chusetts, haveinvented a Suspender and Shoul-

“der-Brace combined, of which the f.ollowmg is

a specification :

Figure 1 shows the coustructlon of our com-
bined brace and suspender, and Figs. 2 and 3
are detail views.

The suspender is formed of three straps, A,
A’, and B, united together at’ C, as shiown, in
any other sulmble manner, and prmnded w1th
short button-straps or other suitable means of
connectingthe main straps with the pantaloons,
The suspender thus formed is well known and
is not of our invention, which consists, first, in
connecting the shoulder -straps A A’ with the
dorsal-strap B by means of straps D D/, which
are, respectively, properly secured to the dor-
sal-strap, and one of which is properly secured
We prefer to
make the straps D and D’ adjustable as to
length, as thereby the bracing effect can be

increased or diminished. This may be effect--

ed as shown, or by attaching a buckle on each
side of the dorsal-stra.p, and passing the ends
of the straps D D’ each through its buckle, or
in many other ways. We also prefer to make
the connection between the straps D D/ and
the shoulder-straps adjustable, so. that the
connecting point can be shifted to suit the
wearer; and thiswe regard as a novel feature,
althoughone of the minor points of our inven-
tion. We also prefer to connect the straps D
and I with the shoulder-straps and with the

- dorsal-strap by means of our slide and loop

combined, as they can then be readily discon-
nected and reattached. When disconnected,
the straps A, A/, and B constitute a popular
form of buspender, and when reattached the
whole forms a novel and very excellent shoul-
der-brace and suspender combined ; and this,
also, we regard as new and as an lmportant
part of our invention. Itis obvious, also, that

. we can supply the trade with the straps D D’

properly secured to the devices E and I, which

can be applied at pleasure to any suspender
consisting of two shoulder-straps united to a
single dorsal-strap. The device ¥ consists of
a loop united to a slide, and forms avery com-
pact device by which a strap can be adjust-
ably connected at any desired angle with an-
other strap. The device E does notdiffer from
F, except that a secondloop is attached to the
slide in order to admit of a second strap being
adjustably connected to thestrap which passes

through the slide portion of the device.

We are aware that a suspender. and brace
combined, consisting of a dorsal-strap and two
shoulder- bl}l aps united together at C, substan:
tially as is ours, are old and well known, but
in all of them the other ends of the shoulder-
straps are always united, either to the dorsal-
strap or to the connection C, so as to form
shoulder-loops, to which the short buttoning-
straps are secured in various ways.

‘We disclaim, therefore, any form of shoul-
der-brace and suspender combined in which
the front ends of the shoulder-straps A A’ are .
not free.

It isobvious, also, from what we beforestat- -
ed, that we do not claim a suspender consist-
mg of the straps A, A/, and B united at C.

What we do claim 1s—

1. A suspender and shoulder-brace com-

“bined, consisting of the shoulder-straps A A’

and the dorsal-strap B, and the conuecting-
straps D D’, when the front ends of the shoul-

‘der-straps cmre free and when the dorsal-strap

is connected to each of the shoulder-straps at
C, and also by means of connecting-straps D
D’ the whole being substantially as described.

2 The combination of the shoulder-straps
A A’ and dorsal-strap B (when united together.
at C) with the connecting - straps D D’ and

‘their attachments E F T, whether these con-

necting-straps be adjustable or not, the whole
arranged. and operating substantlally as de-

seribed.
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