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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosHUA E. SWIFT, of
the city and State of New York, have invent-
ed and made an Improvementin Fluting-Irons;
and the following is declared to be a correct
description of the same.

Ironshaveheretofore been made in two parts,
connected together so that the bottom can be
employed in ironing clothes in the ordinary
manner, and the same iron may be employed
- in fluting by unlatching the upper section and
inserting the material between the corrngations
or ribs upon the respective sections. In flut-
ing-irons of this kind there is diffieulty in in-
troducing the material, because the upper sec-
tion of the flutes has to be held up with one
band while the fabric is manipulated by the
other hand.

My invention is made for obviating this dif-
fieulty, and consists in a swinging fluted seg-
ment combined with a sliding bed upon the bot-
tom section of the fluting-iron, the parts being
so arranged that the segment can be swung
clear of the sliding bed to give space for intro-
ducing the fabric freely, and adjusting it by
the use of both hands, and then swinging said
segment and sliding the bed in the act of flut-
ing; and I employ upon the said segmenta stop
that holds the sliding bed from moving acei-
dentally when the goods are being adjusted,
thereby insuring the proper matching of the
flutes when the ségment is turned.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is an elevation of
the iron with the segment swung aside for the
reception of the fabrie, and Fig. 2 is a plan of
the same.

The bottom of this iron may or may not be
employed as a smoothing-iron, and may be of
any desired size or shape.

The base or lower section @ of this iron is
made to receive the bed b that is formed with
anupper fluted surface, and can bemoved trans-
versely across the bed a, between the rib 1 and
the standard ¢, and said bed b may be attached
by a rivet or screw, at 3, in a slot in said bed
b. The swinging fluted segment d is connect-

ed, by the end pieces ¢ and f, with the handle
g, and the rivet or screw % -forms a center for
segment d to swing upon, and a means for at-
taching the same to the standard.c. The turn-
ing or swinging movement of the segment d is
limited by a segmental slot and pin, ¢; and a
sliding bolt or pin, at k, may be employed to
hold the parts from swinging when the handle
¢ is above the rivet h, so that the article can
be employed as an ordinary smoothing-iron.

When used for fluting the iron is to be heat-
ed, the segment d turned, and the bed b slid
into the position shown in Fig. 1, and the fab-
ricentered between the flutes; and ,uponswing-
ing the fluted segment d, the tabrlc will be
fluted as said segment d and bed b move to-
gether. By turning the segment d into the po-
sition of Fig. 1 the flutes will be separated af-
ter the bed b has been slid to its extreme move-
ment, and the projection o at the side of the
segment d will press against the edge of the
sliding bed and arrest the movement of the seg-
mént, and also retain the bed b in position, so
that the flutes will come properly together i in
performing the fluting.

The pin ¢ in the segmental slot serves to sup-
port theiron ¢ when us‘ed as an ordinary smooth-
ing-iron, and relieve the rivet or screw & of un-
due strain.

I claim as my invention—

1. The swinging fluted segment d, in combi-
nation with the sliding bed b, handle g, and
iron a ¢, substantially as set forth.

2. The stop o upon the swinging fluted seg-
ment d, in combination with the fluted sliding
bed b and iron « ¢, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

3. The pin ¢ in a segmental slot in the por-
tion f of the handle, in combination with the
pin or rivet h, smoothing-iron «, standard ¢,
and fluted segment d, substantially as and for
the purposes set torth

Slgned by me this 23d of May, A. D. 1871.

JOSHUA E. SWIFT.
CHas. H. SmrtH,
GEo. T. PINCKNEY.




