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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT H. W'OOD, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented a new and useful Implovement in
Sounding-Boards for Pianos, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Ilgtlle 1 is a plan view of my improved
sounding-board. TFig. 2 is a section of the
same, taken th1ough the line # , I'ig. 1.

Similar letters of reference 1nd1cate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of this invention is to furnish a
sounding-board for upright and other pianos
which shall be so constructed that there shall
be no waste or escape of vibrations, the said
vibrations being controlled and utilized and
reutilized until they cease from natural laws.

The invention consists in a sounding-board
having a strip of wood or other vibration-con-
ducting material abuttingagainst and attuched
to its edge all around, and surrounded with a
strip of rubber or other non-conductor of vi-
brations, and in a sounding-board having a
strip of wood or other vibration-conducting
material abutting against and attached to its
edge all around, surrounded with a strip of
rubber or other non-condunctor of vibrations,
and baving its bridge or bridges extended at
both ends to overlap the vibration-conducting
rim, as hereinafter fully described.

Arepresents the bodyof the sounding-board,
to the edge of which all around are secured
strips B, of wood or other vibration-conduct-
ing material, of the same thickness as the said
board A.

‘With this construetion the vibrations of the
sounding-board A will be conducted entirely
around the said board by the rim B, re-en-
forcing the spent vibrations, and eharging the
grains of the wood that have not been set into
vibrating motion with aective force and vi-
bratory motion.

The rim B is entirely surrounded with a
strip, C, of rubber or other suitable non-con-

ductor of vibrations, to keep the vibrations
within the sounding-board until they cease by
their own exhaustion, thus prolonging the
sound, and, in connection with the rim B, im-
parting a greater equality of duration of sound
to each tone, and increasing the power, con-
tinuity, compactness, and singing quality
throughout the entire register or scale to an
extent hitherto unattained.

This construction also prevents the sound-
ing-board A from splitting, the rabber strip C
yielding as the wood expands, and following
up the shrinkage or contraction, so as to pre-
serve the tension of the sounding-board in-
tact.

D represents one of the bridges, which are
so extended at both ends asto overlap the rim
B, and thus help to distribute the vibrations
to all parts of the sounding-board, and assist
materially in increasing the duration and vol-
ume of sound and the equality, sympathetic
compactness, and singing quality of tone.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. A sounding-board, A, having a strip, B,
of wood or other vibration-conducting mate-
rial abutting against and attached toitsedge
all around, and surrounded with a strip, C, of
rubber or other non-conductor of vibrations,
substantially as herein shown and deseribed.

2. A sounding-board, A, having a strip, B,
of wood or othel wbratlou conducting mate-
rial abutting against and attached to 1135 edge
all around, smrrounded with a strip, C, of rub-
ber or other non-conductor of vibrations, and
having its bridge or bridges D extended at
both ends to overlap the vibration-conducting
rim B, substantially as herein shown and de-

scribed.
' ALBERT H. WOOD.
Witnesses:
JAMES T, GRAHAWI,
. SEDGWICK.



