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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ANTON ULRICH, OF LOCKPORT, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN BASKETS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 214,265, dated April 15, 1879; application filed
February 20, 1879.

To_all whom it may concern.»

Be it known that I, ANTON ULRICH, of
Lockport, in the county of Niagara and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementson a Basket; and I do
hereby declare that the followin g description
of my said invention, taken in connection with
the accompanying sheet of drawings, forms a
full, clear, and exact specification, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention has general reference to me-

tallic baskets or trays for transporting bottled
liquids; and it consists in the peculiar arrange-
ment of parts and details of construction, as
hereinafter tirst fully set forth and described,
and then pointed out in the claims.
* In the drawings already mentioned, which
serve to illustrate my said invention more
fully, Figure 1 is a plan of the basket. Tig.
2 is alongitudinal vertical sectional elevation
in line z x of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a horizontal
sectional view or plan of my basket, taken in
line y y of Fig. 2.

Like parts are designated by correspondin g
letters of reference in all the figures.

Heretofore, in baskets for transporting bot-
tled liquidsand beverages, wooden, willow, and
in some cases wire baskets have been in general
use, the willow basket, however, having been
preferred. These baskets, when used for ped-
dling bottled beer or soda-water in an estab-
lishment doing a large amount of business,
are soon worn out, owing to the rough hand-
ling they usually receive in the hands of con-
sumers.

To avoid this rapid wear, and to produce a
durable but nevertheless cheap basket, I con-
struct them of a metallic top plate, A, pro-
vided with a number—usnally twelve—aper-
tures, B, for the passage of said bottles. This
plate I prefer to produce in the process of
casting, of gray iron, and to galvanize the same
to prevent its rusting, and I support it by
means of a number of metallic studs or pins, C
C’'C", fastened with one end in said plate A,and
with the other extremity in longitudinal and
transverse bars or plates E E/ F, respectively.
These plates F are fastened upon the top of
the longitudinal bars E E’ by means of said

studs C, so that the lower plates, E B/, form
runners upon which the basket is slid along
upon the floor or racks, shelves, &e.

The basket is carried by means of two han-
dles, D, formed into a U shape, the parallel
members d of which pass through the top
plate downward into the cross-plates F, and
are securely riveted therein. By this arrange-
ment of said handles the entire weight of the
basket and bottles is lifted from the lower
supporting-plates, E B’ F, so that the pins or
studs O are released from any strain which
would be the case were the said handles fast-
ened to the top plate, A.

For the lower plates I prefer to take band-
iron of proper width and thickness, making
them wide enough to serve as a base for the
bottles when placed into the said basket.

The plate A being readily cast, and the
other parts of my basket being all compara-
tively simple, it is evident that a basket of the
kind described can be produced ata low fi gure,
and, owing to thg nature of the materials em-
ployed, it will outlast many of the willow or
wooden baskets now used.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure to me by
Letters Patent of the United States—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a metallic basket composed of the open top
plate, A, supported by the pins or studs C
upon a grating composed of the longitudinal
stripgs E E/ E and the transverse strips F,
placed upon said strips E, and secured together
by the pins C, and the handles D, having their
shanks d passed through the top plate, A, and
secured within the strips I, as and for the use
and purpose stated.

2. In metallic baskets, the handles D, lrav-
ing the parallel members d passed through
thetopplate, A,and secured in the lower plates,
F, as and for the object stated.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have hereto set my hand and
affixed my seal in the presence of two sub-

-seribing witnesses.

ANTON ULRICH. [L.s.]

‘Witnesses:
MICHAEL J, STARK,
HERMAN BENSLER, Jr.



