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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES D. WEST-
LAKE, of Addison, in the ecounty of Steuben
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Butter-Pail
Fastenings; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, which will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

Figure 1 shows a side view of a butter-pail
having fastenings eonstructed according to my
improvement, with parts broken away and
shown in section; Fig. 2, a back view of the
locking part of the fastening detached from
the pail ; Fig. 3, a section of the same through
the line z #; and Fig. 4, a face view of a plate
forming another portion of the fastening, also
detached.

This invention relates to fastenings for pack-
ages for varions commodities, but more par-
ticularly for use on return butter-pails.

It consists in the combination of certain de-
vices, hereinafter further described, by which
the top is securely closed or readily opened
and thrown back, so that it may be used as a
table or shelf on which to display part of the
contents, or be easily and entirely removed at
will.

In the drawings, A represents a pail having
at one side a slotted plate, B, with projecting
ears C, between which is cast or otherwise
secured a round pin, D. To the lid or cover
of the pail is secured an angle-piece, B, hav-
ing on its lower end a hook, F, which passes
around the pin D, as shown.

On the opposite side of the lid is another
angle-piece, &, which differs from the first-
mentioned angle-piece in the lower end being
formed into a point and having a rounded
projection on its outer face at a. Below this,
on the body of the pail, is secured a plate, H,
having a recess, I, formed in it, in which is
secured a spring-loop, J, having its top of such
form as to closely fit over the top of-the pro-
jection a on the angle-piece. This loop has

its euds bent at right angles, which are in-

]

serted in holes in the sides of the recess in
plate H, as shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2, by
holding the loop at right angles to its nor-
mal position and springing the hooks into the
holes, after which the loop is changed, so as
to be parallel with the plate and restin grooves
formed in the projections j, by which means
the loop is firmly secured in place when at-
tached to the pail. The projection j also serves
as a means of strengthening the spring.

The angle-pieces are provided with slots
and screws, as shown in dotted lines, by which
their position may be adjusted, for a purpose
that will be hereinafter explained.

At opposite sides of the top and at equal
distances between the fastenings are secured
two angle-plates, represented by K, each of
which overlaps the edge of the lid and body
of the pail when the lid is closed, which will
prevent sidewise motion of the cover, and
serve to strengthen the pail when the cover
is closed and fastened.

By the construction here shown a very strong
and secure fastening is obtained, not liable
to get out of order or be destroyed by the
rough usage to which butter-pails and similar
packages are subjected in transportation. It
may be readily and securely closed and fast-
ened, and as readily opened by inserting a
nail, serew-driver, knife-point, or other pointed
tool through one of the apertures ¢ ¢, as shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 3, and, by bearing on
the spring, move it off the projection a, when
the cover ean be readily opened, or the open-
ing device may be applied at the top of the
spring.

By turning the lid back, as shown in dotted
lines, Fig. 1, the hook F can be lifted off the
pin, and the cover thus removed. If it is not
desired to remove the lid entirely, it may be
left in the position shown by the dotted lines,
the angle-piece E resting against a projection,
d, formed on the plate B, in which position it
may be used to form a table or shelf on which
to display a part of the contents of the pail
in markets or stores.

By forming slots in the angle-pieces their
position may be changed by slightly loosening
the screws. This is sometimes necessary, be-
cause, in cleaning or soaking the pails, their
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diameter increases; and consequently the an-
gle-pieces may no longerfit; but, by loosening
the serews, their :position: can be adjusted as
desired.

What I claim is—

1.. The combination: of the spring:-loop J,
formed of a wire staple having its ends turned
at right angles to the sides, in combination
with the plate provided with the recess 1, in
which said loop is nearly concealed, holes to
receive the bent ends of the loap, and projec:
tions j, to hold and stiffen the staple to make
it act as a spring-loop, substantially as de-
scribed,

2. The combination-of the plate B, provided
with the projection d, ears C C, and pin D,
with :the angle-piece I, having the liook T,

the: whole: constructed and arranged as de-
scribed, to serve as ‘a fastening when in one
position, and when in the other as a support
adapted to hold the lid horizontal without
other aid, substantially as desecribed.

3. :The plate H, provided with holes for:the
reception of the ends of the loop and grooves
for retaining it in place, in combination with
the spring-loop J, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
{wo witnesses,

CHAS. D. WESTLAKE.

Witnesses:
A. B. ROBERTSON,
T.J. W. ROBERTSON.
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