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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

DANIEL W. LAPHAM, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN PAPER-FILES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 214,405, dated Avpril 15, 1879; application filed
. March 19, 1879.

To all whom it may concern : :

Beit known that I, DANIEL 'W. LAPHAM, of
‘Washington, in the county of Washin gton,and
in the District of Columbia, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Paper-
Files; and do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact deseription there-
of, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, making a part of this specification,
in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved device as arranged for use. Fig. 2 is
a side elevation of the same, the full lines
showing the file-hook in engagement with its
guard, and the dotted lines said parts disen-
gaged from each other; and Figs.3 and 4 are,
respectively, a cross - section and a longitudi-
nal section of the engaging ends of said hook
and guard.

Letters of like namg.and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

The design of my invention is to furnish a
simple and efficient means whereby loose pa-
pers may be temporarily filed for reference;
and to this end it consists in a paper-file con-
structed in the manner and for the purpose
substantially as hereinafter specified.

In the annexed drawings, A represents the
base or back of my device, constructed of or
from sheet metal, having, preferably, the ar-
row-head form shown, and provided near its
pointed end with an opening, «, that decreases
in width from its lower end to its upper end,
and furnishes a means whereby said back may
be suspended from a nail which is driven into
a wall or other vertical support.

Secured to the lower end of the back A is
one end of a wire, B, which from thence ex-

tends in a curve downward, forward, upward,

and inward, and has its upper end curved
slightly outward, as shown in Fig. 2. The
upper end of the wire B is pointed, so as to
enable papers to be passed over the same, and
serves the usual purpose of a file-hook, said
papers being suspended therefrom, as shown
by Fig. 1. ’

In order that papers may be prevented from
becoming accidentally detached, and for the
purpose of enabling any one of said papers
to be removed without rendering necessary
the removal of the other papers, I secure to

the upper end of the back-plate A one end of
a wire, C, which from thence extends in a
carve upward, forward, and downward, and
at its lower end overlaps the upper pointed
end of the hook B from one-eighth to three-
eighths of an inch.

The side of the wire C next to the back-
plate A is grooved to correspond to the shape
of the outer side of the pointed end of the
hook B, so that if said hook end is placed
within said groove ¢ said wire or gnard C will
form a continuation of said hook, and at the
poiut of their engagement the general trans-
verse dimensions and shape of each will be
perserved.

The hook B and guard C are arranged so
that the pointed end of the former has a tend-
ency to spring outward beyond the lower end
of the latter,and when placed in engagement
with the groove ¢, such outward spring will
cause said parts to maintain their said en-
gagement and prevent accidental separation.

The device is now complete, and is used as
follows, viz: The hook B being disengaged
from its gnard, any papers desired are passed
over its pointed end, after which said hook is
passed behind and caused to engage with said
guard, If it becomes necessary to remove
any one of the papers suspended from said
hook, all papers above it are slipped upward
upon the guard-wire, after which said hook is
disengaged, the desired paper removed, and
said hook again engaged, and the papers upon
said goard moved downward to place.

The back-plate A may be made from cast or
sheet metal; but I prefer to make use of the
latter and to emboss the same, so as to secure
a maximum of rigidity with a minimum of
weight.

Having thus fully set forth the nature and
merits of my invention, what I claim as new
is—

The liereinbefore - described paper - file, con-
sisting of the base or back plate A, adapted
to be suspended from a wall, the file-hook B,
attached to the lower end of said plate, ex-
tending thence in a curve downward, forward,
and upward, and bhaving its upper end point-
ed, and the gunard C, attached at one end to
the upper end of said plate, extending in a
curve upward, forward, and downward, and
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provided at its lower end, within its rear side,
with a groove or recess, ¢, which corresponds
to the pointed end of said hook, whereby,when
the latter is placed within said groove, the
outward spring of said hook will hold said
parts in engagement, and said guard will form
a continuation of said hook, and said engaging
ends will have substantially the same dimen-
sions as other portions of the latter, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.
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In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of
Mareh, 1879.

D. W. LAPHHAM.
Witnesses:

(iEo. 8. PRINDLE,
WiLLiav Firen.




