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To all whom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN A. DENNIS,
of Pawtucket, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Implovement in Overdraw
Check-Rein Guides for Bridles; and Fdo hereby
declare that the following speclﬁcatlon taken
in connection with the drawm gs far nished and
forming a part of the same, is a clear, true, and
complete description thereof,
Heretoforeleatherloops have been combined
with and mounted upon the crown-bands of
bridles for nse with an overdraw check-rein;
but these do not hold the reins from contact
with the adjacent portions of the head of the
horse, and more or less chafing results from

their use. To obviate this, base plates pro-

vided with vertical standards have been de-
vised for affording an elevated support for the
check-rein. Some of these have been straight
on the upperedgefrom end to end, and ronnded
laterally for contact with a flat check rein, and
others have been provided With circular aper-
tures for the reception of a round check-rein.
If either of this class be of sufficient height to
properly elevate the check-rein from the head
of the horse, they are liable to tip forward or
backward, and be retained in-those positions by
the angular bend in the check-rein at its point
of conmct with the guide,said reins being usu-
ally so adjusted as to be under considerable
tension. When thesestandardsare thustipped
backward or forward, the reins are not main-

tained out of chafing contact, and, what is
worse than this, one edge or the other of the .

base-plates, or the edge of the erown-band on

" which they are mounted, is pressed upon the

head of the horse, and speedily chafes it raw.

Now, the object of my invention is to attain
the requisite height of standard, and obviate
all liability of its tipping backward orforward ;
and iy invention consists, mainly, in the ecom-

bination,with a bridle crown-band,of an over-

draw check-rein guide-loop, composed of a
dounble standard mounted on a base-plate, and
provided with a pivoted bearing or seat for the
check-rein between the sides of the standard,

whereby the standard -is prevented from tlp .

ping to front or rear, and held in that position
by the angle of the chieck-rein. These pivotal

bearings for the check-rein are preferably in
the form of aroller; and as my guide-loops are -
capable of being readily attached without the
aid of a saddler, my invention further con-
sistsin an overdraw check-rein guide-loop con-
sisting of a base-plate adapted to be secured
to the crown-band of a bridle, two standards
connected at the top, constituting a frame, and
a roller mounted therein on an axis which is
parallel to the base-plate.

To more particularly describe my invention, I
will refer to the accompanying dmwmws, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the guxde-.
loop fmmes or standards which contain the
rollers on which the check-rein bears. Fig. 2
is a view of abridle with my guide-loops at-
tached. -

The base-plate ¢ may be made to accommo-
date two double standards or frames, ¢, curved -
in the manner shown; or, as is preferable, each
standard may be provided with its individual
plate. The two standards are connected at
the top by a cross-bar, usually formed solidly
with the standards. Each of these standards
or frames, with its roller e, constitntes a guide-
loop. Thé roller is mounted on an axis, 4,
which is parallel with the base-plate, and said
axis is preferably a separate pin or rod, al-
through it may be cast solidly with the roller;
but when the pins are used the rollers may be
cast hollow, and their weight be thereby re-
dueed to a2 minimum.

It will be seen that the upper surface of each
roller is sufficiently elevated above the lower
surface of the crown-band to maintain the
check-rein so far above the head of the horse
that it cannot chafe; and that the easily-turn-
ing roller, acting as a pivotal point of contact
with the rein, prevents the standard from tip-
ping forward or backward, as before set forth.

I am well aware that roller-loops have here-
tofore been employed on straps pendent from
the crown-band on each side for supporting
side check-reins, which, in use, are particu-
larly liable to run.to and fro in the check-hook,
and therefore run more or less through the
roller-loops. Theseprior roller-loops are, how-
ever, of an entirely different constrnction from
those berein shown, and -are incapable of be-
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ing mounted on the erown-band, because they
have no base-plate which . is parallel with the
axis of the roller, and, so far as my knowledge
extends, mine are the first which have that con-
struction,

As heretofore applied, rollers in guide-loops
for check-reins do not serve to prevent chafing
of the horse’s head, but merely permit the rein
to run freely therein; but on the other hand
the roller in my loop not only permits such
limited free movement asis possible in an over-
draw check-rein longitudinally, but prevents
the standard in which it is mounted from tip-
ping to the front or the rear, thus not only as-
suring the maintenance of the rein ata proper
height above the head to prevent chafing, but
it also prevents the standards from being so
tipped and held in the angle of the check-rein
at its bearing on the roller that the edge of
the plate or the corresponding edge of the
crown-band will be presented in chafing con-
tact with the head of the horse.

I'desire it to be distinctly understood that
I herein make no claim, broadly, to two guide-
loops mounted on one base-plate; but .

‘What I do elaim is—

1. The combination, with a bridle crown-
band, of an overdraw check-rein guide com-
posed of a double standard mounted on a base-
plate, and a pivoted bearing or seat for the
check-rein between the sides of the standard,
substantially as deseribed, whereby the stand-
ard is prevented from tipping to front or rear,
and held in that position by the angle of the
check-rein under tension, as set forth.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
an overdraw check-rein guide consisting of a
base-plate adapted to be secured to the crown-
band of a bridle, two standards on said plate,
connected together at the top, constituting a
frame, and a roller mounted therein-on an axis
parallel with the base-plate, substantially as
shown and described.

BENJAMIN A. DENNIS.
‘Witnesses: |

THOS. P. BARNEFIELD,
- GEO. WALTER BARNEFIELD..




