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To all whom it may concern : '

Be it known that I, NATHAN Y. SHAW, of
Freehold, in the county of Greene and State
of New York, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Gates, of which the following is a
specification. _

My invention consists in a gate hung or piv-
oted midway between its ends to a pendulous
bar or rod hinged or pivoted at its upper end
to an upright post or standard, and in pro-
viding said gate at each end with a notch or
shoulder to engage with a shoulder or stud on
the post or standard to hold the gate in an
open or a closed position.

_ . In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a face view of the gate in a closed
position, and Fig. 2 a similar view of the samne
in its opened position.

In thé drawings, A represents the gate, and
B the post or standard, from which it is’ sus-
pended by means of a bar, C, attached to the

-post and gate, respectively, by loose bolts or
pivotsa b.

The gate is provided at opposite ends with
locking-shoulders ¢ and d, arranged to engage
with the opposite faces of a block, e, upon the
post B as the gate is brought to one or the
other of its positions, aud to lock it in such
position. .

In practice I prefer to hang
taching the suspending.bar.C thereto above
the center of the gate, as shown, and to so bal-
ance the gate upon the pivot b that when sus-
tained by the bar C alone it shall assume a
horizontal position, though it may be hung
below the center if for any reason it should be
found desirable so to do. _

‘When the gate is ¢losed it occupies the po-
sition represented in Fig. 1, the shoulder ¢ en-
gaging against the side of the block e, and
serving to lock the gate in that position. By
simply depressing the end of the gate next to
the post or standard B the shoulder ¢ is dis-
engaged from the block ¢, when the gravity of
the gate and its suspending bar or rod C causes
it to swing downward, the tendency, of course,
being for the bar C to assume a vertical posi-
tion, and to bring the gate to a half-open po-
sition. Theinertia of the moving gateis, how-
ever, sufficient to carry the suspension bar or
rod a considerable distance beyond its verti-
cal center, and this force, together with a very
slight amount of power applied by the oper-
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ator, will cause the gate to swing to a full
open position. . ‘

‘When the gate is hung from a point above
the center, as above described, and as shown
in the drawings, the gate, assuming, by reason
of its weight, a horizontal position, will cause
the shoulder d to be thrown upward behind
the block e, as shown in Fig. 2, locking the
gate open. _

‘When the pivot b is' below the center, the
gate may be readily locked in either position
by simply raising the end nearest the post or
standard, and causing the engagement of the
shoulder with the block e. This latter méthod
of hanging the gate permits the use of a some-
what shorter post or standard for a suspend-
ing bar or rod of given length; but it is pre-
ferred to place the pivot above the center, as
the gate is thereby caused to lock automati-
cally in both positions. * -

The gate, being hung from above, is not lia-
ble to become inoperative through the accu-
mulation of snow or ice, is simple, cheap, and
strong, and easy ofoperation.

I am aware that a gate has Dbeen secured
rigidly to the lower end of a pendulous bar, so
as to swing bodily upward in opening, and
also that a gate having a counter-weight at- .
tached has been suspended at its rear end by
a chain in such manner as to swing horizon-
tally around a post, and such arrangements I
hereby disclaim.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is— :

1. The combination of a pendulous bar and
a gate.pivoted at its middle to the lower end
of said Dbar, and arranged to swing endwise
without departing from a substantially hori-
zontal-position, as described and shown.

2. A pendent gate provided at its ends with
shoulders or studs ¢ d, adapted to engage with
a fixed block or stud to hold the gate open or
closed. -

3. The combination of the gate A, having
the shoulders ¢ d, the post B, having a block
or stud, ¢, and a bar or rod, C, pivoted at its
upper end to the post, and at its lower end to
the gate at a point between its ends. .
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