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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES II. WEAVER, of
Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Tail-
Pieces for Violins; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the reference-
letters marked thereon.

My invention relates to an improvement in
violins; and consists in providing the tail-
piece for the strings with a dram and pawl,
said drum for winding the E-string upon it,
and the pawl for holding the drum in a fixed
position.

To enable others skilled in the art with
which my invention is most nearly connected
to make and use if, I will proceed to describe
its construction and operation.

In the aceompanying drawings, which form
part ol my speeification, Figure 1 is a top view
of the tail-piece for a violin furnished with my
improvement. Fig. 2 is an inverted view of
the same. Iig. 3 is a longitudinal section of
the same at line y y of Fig. 2.

The E-string of violins is furnished to violin-
players in such length as that each string will
be sufticient to make a number of strings for
the violin. This is done to compensate for the
frequency of breaking of the E-string, which
is well known to all violin-players. The fre-
quent breaking of the B-string is attended
with cost and loss to the player, and is also a
source of mueh annoyance.

Violin-players as a rule wrap the surplus
length of the L-string around the tail-piece,
which canses the said string to have sharp
angles in it, and the string is very liable to
break at these angles when subjected to the
necessary strain and tension required to make
it accord with the other strings of the violin,

The object of my improvement has for its
purpose the protection of the surplus of the
L-string and the providing of a econvenient
means for furnishing with facility the neces-
sary amount of said string in case of breakage.

To accomplish the desirable vesults stated,
the tail-piece A is provided with a drum, B,
the axis of which is pivoted in said tail-piece
and in the spring-pawl C, as indicated at h.
The spring-pawl is attached to the under side
of the tail-piece A by serews g g, and is fur-
nished with a pin, 7, fitted to openings ¢ in the
lower end of the drum B. The drum B is pro-
vided with a finger-disk, %, for rotating it at
the will of the player. The front end of the
spring-pawl G is furnished with finger-piece [,
for pressing down the pawl, and thereby re-
moving the pin fout of the openings ¢, there-
by allowing the drum B to be rotated for ei-
ther winding the string upon it or for nnwind-
ing thestring offit. The tail-piece is strength-
ened at its rear end by a plate, 2, and a vivet, 2,

I do not confine my invention to a single
dram and pawl, or to the exact arrangement
of them as described.

I do not elaim, broadly, a tail-piece for vio-
lins furnished with a drum or wineh for the E-
string.

Having thus deseribed my improvement,
what I elaim as of my invention is—

In a tail-piece for violins, the lower end of
the axis / of the drnm B, pivoted in the spring-
pawl C, having a pin, £, which enters openings
¢in the lower end of said drum, and a finger-
piece, [, for nunshipping the said pawl, substan-
tially as herein described, and for the pipose
set forth,

JAS. . WEAVEHR,

Witnesses: »
JAMES J. JOHNSTON,
3. H. WHITTLESEY.




