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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES H. BOWEN, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN TOYS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 214,615, dated April 2, 1870; applica’cionﬁled .
Maxch 6, 1879. : '

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. BOWEN, of
the city and county of Philadelphia, and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Toy Trick Animals or
Figures, which improvement is fully set forth
in the following specification and accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a side elevation, partly sectional.
Fig. 2 is an end view of the base thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

My invention relates to a toy in which is
imitated the movement of an animal in kick-
ing up his hind legs and tossing the rider heels
over head, or causing him to be unseated.

It consists, first, of the means for automati-
cally elevating the rear of the body; next, the
means for antomatically throwing up the hind
legs; furthermore, the means for causing the
rider to be unseated; finally, the means for
reseating the rider.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
body of an animal or other figure, and B O
the front and hind legs or supports thereof,
respectively. The body is pivoted, as at «, to
the immovable front legs, which are firmly se-
cured to a base, D, and the hind legs are piv-
oted, as at b, to the rear of the body.

E represents an elevating-spring, which is
connected to the body A at or near the rear
thereof, and to the front legs by means of a
post or bar, F, projecting from the top of the
same into the body. To the upper end of the
rear legs there is pivoted a rod, G, which is
pivoted to the upper end of the front legs, or

- projection thereon; the hind legs being ex-
tended at top, or provided with an arm there-
at, to afford the proper connection for the rod.

H represents a figure or rider, in the pres-
ent case that of a boy, which is loosely seated
on the body A of the animal, and represented
in the act of grasping the bridle J, which con-
sists of Dbars cast with or firmly connected to
the immovable arms of the figure. The bridle-
bars are fixed to a bit or rod, K, which is jour-
naled in the mouth portion of the animal, and
by means of a bar,"J’, forming a crank with
one of the bridle-bars J, is connected to a
chain, strap, cord, or flexible arm, L, which,
simulating a martingale, is secured to the top
of the front legs.

To the under side of the base D is pivoted
a spring-catch, M, whose nose d projects up-
wardly through the base, so as to engage with
one or both hoofs of the hind legs of the ani-
mal, and said catch is depressed by means of
a button, e, which is conveniently accessible
on the upper face of the base.

The normal position of the toy is when the
hind legs are controlled by the catch M and
the figure H is seated on the back of the ani-
mal.

The operation is as follows: The button eis
depressed, thus releasing the hind legs from
the catch M, and the spring E immediately
exerts its power, thus forcibly elevating the
rear of the body A. As the body rises the
hinged hind legs O, owing to the rod G, are
thrown up in imitation of kicking, and the
rider is impelled forward from his seat on the
animal’s back. '

As the rider or figure and the bridle-bars
are firmly connected or cast together, and said
bars are fixed to the journaled bit or rod K,
the latter forms an axis for the rider or figure,
which is thus caused to overturn, heels over
head, and descend head foremost, striking the
base D, all of which being shown by the dot-
ted lines, Fig. 1. )

In order to prevent noise and fracture of
the head of the figure and the base, a pad of
rubber or other elastic material may be secured -
to the base in such position as to break the
foree of the blow of the descending figure.

If desired, a nipple may be applied in lien
of the pad for the support of a cap or other
folminate to be snapped by the blow of the
figure. _

In order to restore the parts of the foy to
their normal positions, the hind legs are drawn
down until one or both of said legs are en-
gaged by the catch M. The rear of the body
follows the downward motion of said legs,
and as the head of the body rises the bit or
rod X, owing to the arm J’ and flexible arm
L, is caused to rotate, thus raising the bridle-
bars J and figure H, and antomatically reseat-
ing the latter on the back of the animal.

Tt will be seen that I produce an interest-
ing and amusing toy.

The base D is formed with laterally-project-
ing lngs f, on which are fixed pieces, bands,
or feet g, of rubber or other elastic material,
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which receive the weight of the toy, in order
to prevent scratching or injury of the table on
which the toy is placed, overcome the tend-
ency of the toy to move when the figure H
- strikes the base, and ease the base when the
blow is struck.

If desired, a figure may be pivoted to the
base in rear of the hind legs, s0 as to be struck
by-the ascent of said legs, as shown at the
right hand of the base.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The body A, pivoted to immovable front
legs or supports, and provided with a spring,
B, substantially as described, whereby the
rear of the body is antomatically elevated
when the hind legs are released, as stated.

2. The hind legs pivoted to the body A, and

connected to the immovable front legs or sup- |

ports by the rod G, substantially as described,
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whereby said legs, when released, are auto-
matically thrown or kicked up.
3. A figure representing a rider loosely seat-

‘ed on the body A, and having an axial con-

nection thereto, whereby said figure may be
caused to leave its seat when the body is ele-
vated at rear, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth,

4. A figure representing a rider loosely seat-
ed on the body A, and connected to the im-
movable front legs or supports thereof by
means of a journaled bit, crank-arms, and flexi-
ble connection, whereby the figure may be au-
tomatically reseated when the other parts are
restored, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth,

J. H. BOWEN.

‘Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHETN,
SAML. M. GRICE. ‘




