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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM R. MILLER,
of the city of Baltimore and State of Maryland,
have invented certain Improvements in the
Manufacture of Boots, of which the following
is a specification; and I do hereby declare that
in the same is contained a full, clear, and ex-
act description of my said invention, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to the letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in the manufacture of that class of boots
in which the boot is provided with a counter
or heel-stiffener applied to the outside thereof
or exteriorly of the back.

In the further description of the said inven-
tion which follows, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings, forming a part here-
of, and in which— )

Figure 1 is an exterior side elevation of my
improved boot. Fig.2 is a vertical section of

parts of the boot on an enlarged scale. TFig.

3 is an enlarged cross-section of Fig. 1 on the
dotted line 4. TFig. 41s a view, on an en:
larged scale, of parts of the boot, the said

~ parts being extended in order to better illus-

trate their construction and relative arrange-
ment. Tig.5 isa view of the parts of the boot
corresponding to those shown in Fig. 4, and
illnstrates a modified construction of the eye
or side seam. Tigs, 6,37, 8, 9, 10, and 11 illus-
trate further modifications in the construction
of the eye or side seams.

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
partsin all the figures; andtherows of stitches
employed to secure the various parts of the
boot together are represented by dotted lines.

A and B are,respectively, thefront and back
of the boot, connected together by the eye or
side seams, C. D is the counter or heel-stiff-
ener, located exteriorly of the back, the edges
of which are shaved or beveled to a feather
edge. I is the counter-protector, extending
vertically on the outside of the counter to a
point considerably above the same, where it is
secared by a row of stitches, a. The lateral
ends of the counter-protector pass to the inte-
rior of the boot through the eye or side seams,
and are fastened either by the stitches which
form a part of the said seams alone, or by the

said stitches and one or more additional rows
of stitches.

In the boot illustrated in Figs. 1,2, 3,and 4
the eye-seams are free from any.unnecessary
roughness or inward projection, and the welts,
which are represented by b, do not extend be-
low the upper edge of the counter-protector,
the lateral ends of the same being used instead
of that device. The welt is shown in Fig. 4 as
inereased in width, for the purpose of forming
a continnation of the counter- protector as
viewed from the interior of the boot.

The construction of the eye or side seam
shown in Fig. 5 differs from that in the pre-
ceding figures, in that the edge of the counter-
protector is crimped under the edge of thefront,
and the stitches which secure it in this posi-
tion are continued above its upper edge, to pre-
vent the same from being turned down or over
in the introduetion of the foot to the bhoot.

In the boot illustrated in Figs. 6,7, 8, 9,10,
and 11 the welt extends to the bottem of the
boot-leg, and the boot presents from the ont-
side the usnal appearance. The difference be-
tween the boot shown in Figs. 6, 7, and '8 and
the one illustrated in Figs. 9, 10, and 11 con-
sists only in the manner of disposing of the
ends of the counter-protector. In the first-
named figures the said ends lap over the edges

of the welt and front, and are secured by a row

of stitches, which increases the strength of the
seams, while in the latter figures they are cut
off even with or to correspond with the edges
of the welt and front and back.

The advantage usually claimed for boots
having the stiffening-counter placed exteriorly
of the back is that the inner surface of the
back is smooth, and free from any projecting

‘edge that would interfere with the drawing on

of the boot; but this advantage is more than
counterbalanced by the liability of the counter
to be ripped off and become detached at its
edges, which are exposed.

My present improvements obviate these dif-
ficulties, and the boot presents a smooth and
well-finished appearance both interiorly and-
exteriorly, all the edges of the counter being
covered.

Other rows of stitches may be added to the
boot, if desired, withount affecting the nature
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of my invention; but those shown herein are
deemed sufficient to render the bootadequately
strong for all practical purposes.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and wish to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is—

In a boot, the back B, combined with an ex-
teriorly-placed stiffener or counter, extending
laterally to points back or in the rear of the
side seams, and a counter-protector covering
the said counter or stiffener, having its lateral

ends or edges introduced to the interior of the
boot through or by means of the eye or side
seams and suitably fastened, substantially as
herein specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name this 19th day of February,
A. D. 1879.

‘WM. R. MILLER.

[L. 8.]

Witnesses :
JOouN W, TAYLOR,
‘WM, T. HOWARD.




