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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE V. SHEFFIELD,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Improvement

in the Manufacture of Articles of Leather, of

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the manufacture of
hollow articles of leather, such as boots and
shoes, boxes, and harness-trimmings, which
have heretofore been made by stretching
tanned leather on a last or other suitable
form, and securing the joints by.sewing or
nails.

By my improved method I take raw green
hide and streteh it upon the last or form
smoothly, and subject the hide to a tanning
process while on the form. The article is
then dressed and colored while on the form.

In the drawings I have illustrated a shoe-
upper as made by the process named.

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partially in sec-
tion. Fig. 2 is a bottom view.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The last (represented at ¢) may be wood or
metal, solid or hollow, and made in the usual
form, or adapted especially for making arti-
cles by my improved process.

The raw hide (represented at b) is in one
piece, stretched upon the last «, and secured
at the bottom by nails. The hide will be
stretehed smoothly and tightly upon the last,
and trimmed at its edges before tanning.

. While in this shapeiipon the last, the hide is to

be subjected to any well-known tanning pro-
cess, and dressed and colored, after which the
leather shoe-upper is to be removed from the
last and finished. By this means the upper

will be produced having the exact form 6f the
last, and withont a seam, and the usual lasting
operation will not be required.

It is evident thatother hollow articles may be
produced in the same manner upon forms of
the required shape. In the case of a box it
will be made with the sides and bottom com-
plete and in one piece. The same process may
also be applied to thé manufacture of harness-
trimmings.

I do not limit myself to any particular tan-

‘ning process. It is only necessary that the

tanning be completely done before the article
is removed. '

By the described method I.am enabled to
producehollow articles of leather much cheaper
than heretofore, with a saving of material and
hand labor.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— :

1. The described improvement in the manu-
facture of hollow articles of -leather, which
consists in first shaping the articles from raw -
or green hide upon sunitable forms, and then
tanning the hide while stretched on the form,
substantially as specified.

2. The described improvement in the manu-
facture of hollow articles of leather, which
eonsists in first shaping the articles from raw
or green hide upon suitable forms, and then
tanning, dressing, and eoloring the hide while
on the form, substantially as specified.

GEORGE V., SHEFFIELD.
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