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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER MILNE, of

A ‘Washington, District of Columbia, have in-
vented certain Improvements in Hat-Racks, of

which the following is a specification.

My invention consists. In providing a hat-
rack with extensible hook-bearing frames, ex-
tensible umbrella-guards and paus, and a pan
or box for overshoes, &e., as hereinafter ex-
plained. :

- Figure 1 represents a front view of my im-
proved hat-rack, with the extensible portions
shoved within the body and hidden from view,

. the whole presenting the appearance of an or-

dinary hat-rack; Fig. 2, a similar view, with
the parts extended; Fig. 3, a vertical section
on the line # # of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 a perspec-
tive view of the shoe-pan detached.

As commonly constructed, hat-racks possess
only a limited number of hooks or pegs, which
are found insufficient in time of receptions,
parties, and similar gatherings for the pur-
pose of holding hats, coats, &e., while the um-
brella room, both as to the guard and the pan,
is likewise freéquently found inadequate at
such times, and no place is afforded for the re-
ception of overshoes, &c. .

To obviate these difficulties and produce a
hat-rack which, under ordinary circumstances,
shall have the appearance of those commonly
in use, but which may, in case of necessity, be
extended to afford additional accommodation
for hats, coats, umbrellas, &e.; and also offer
a convenient receptacle for overshoes, is the
object of my invention.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents.a hat-rack, which may be of any well-
known design, provided, as usual, with pegs
or hooks, and, in this case, with an umbrella-
guard, B, and pan C at each side. Upon the
rear part of ‘the upper portion of the body A
are formed or secured grooved guides «a, in
which aremounted sliding hook-bearing frames
D, as represented in Tig. 3, one each side of
the center... Under ordinary circumstances
these frames D are pushed in and concealed
irom view behind the body A, as shown in Fig.
1; but when it is desired to increase the num-
ber of hooks, one or both of these frames are
drawn outward, as represented in Fig. 2, and
the folding hooks b, with which the frames are

provided, are turned outward in position foruse.
When itis desired to provide for a still further
increase in the number of hooks, the frames D
may, in turn, be provided with grooved guides
o', having secondary hook-bearing frames D’
mounted and arranged to slide therein, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 8. Suitable stops will,
of course, be provided to limit the moveients
of the frames D D’ in each direction.

In order to provide for an increase of um-
brella room, the guards B and pans O are each
made of greater length than usual, and ar-
ranged to be shoved within and congealed by
the frame-work of the body A when required
only for ordinary use, but capable of being
drawn ontward to render their entire space
available, as represented in Fig. 2, when de-
sired, suitable stops being also provided to
limit their movement in either direection.

For the purpose of refaining the guards and
pans in their closed position, a portion, ¢, at-
tached to the frame or body A at each side,
may be nofched to hook or engage over the
guard B, and hinged to the body, to permit
its elevation and disengagement from the same
when necessary, or any other convenient lock-
ing device may be employed.

In order to provide a convenient place for
the reception of overshoes, a pan or box, E, is
arranged between the umbrella-supports, as
represented in FFigs.1 and 2,and made to serve,
in addition to its primary object, as a cover-
ing for the portions of the pans C when they
are not in position for use. The shoe pan or
box E is furnished with an elevated longi-
tudinal slat or bar, e, to hold up the shoes
and permit the water to drain off.

‘While it is preferred to furnish the hat-rack
with all of the above-described features, it is
obvious that each may be employed inde-
pendently of the others, the body A being
modified, if necessary, to correspond. »

Itis apparent that instead of sliding frames
jointed or folding frames may be employed;
that instead of arranging separate frames and
umbrella-receptacles at each side they maybe
placed at one side only, or the umbrella guard
and pan may be arranged to draw outward in
front of the body A, and that instead of hav-
ing the shoe-pan serve to cover the inner ends
of the umbrella-pans a separate covering may
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be provided. The form and arrangement
shown is, however, considered best, as it more
perfectly preserves the symmetry and beauty
of the rack, and at the same time preserves a
proper balance, which is desirable.

I am aware that folding frames provided
with hooks or pegs, and arranged to be closed
or folded for convenience in carrying, have
heretofore been made, they being specially de-
signed for persons traveling, and being adapt-
ed to be placed, when folded, in a trunk or
similar place; but so far as I am aware these
frames are without exception incapable of use
when folded.

My invention, however, is intended for or-
dinary household use, and the rack and um-
brella-stands are capable of use when the ex-
tensible portions are closed within the body.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. As a new article of manufactnre, a hat-
rack of variable capacity, consisting of a sta-
tionary main rack with hooks or pegs thereon,
and one or more supplemental frames, also

provided with hooks, supported. by and ar-
ranged to close behind the main frame out of
sight when not required for use, all construet-
ed and arranged substantially as described.

2. In a combined hat-rack and umbrella-
stand, one or more extensible umbrella-guards
and pans, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

3. An umbrelia-stand, extensible in length,
substantially as described.

4. In a hat-rack, the combination of an ex-
tensible umbrella receptacle or support and a
hinged or pivoted latch, ¢, to retain the same
in a closed position.

5. As a new article of manufacture, a hat-
rack having an extensible hook-bearing frame,
an extensible umbrella receptacle or support,
and a shoe-pan, substantially as shown and
deéscribed.

ALEXANDER MILNE,.

Withesses:
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