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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES L. DYKES, of
Demopolis, in the county of Marengo and
State of Alabama, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Combined Thills and
Tongue, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

Figure 1 is a top view of my improved de-
vice arranged as a tongue. Fig.2 is a top
view of the same arranged as thills. TFig. 3
is a top view of the detachable tongue part.
Fig. 4 is a detail section taken through the
line # «, Fig. 2.

S1m11ar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The object of this invention is to furnish
combined thills and tongue for vehicles which
may be readily adjusted as a tongue or thills,
aceording as it is desired to use two horses
or one horse, which shall be simple in con-
struction and easily adjusted, and which shall
be so constructed that it may be furnished at
about the expense of an ordinary tongne or
thills.

The invention consists in the combination
of the cross-bar, the side bars, the thill-irons,
and the socket-plates with each other, to adapt
the device to receive thills or a tongue, and in
the combination of the tongue, the cross-head

plates, the braces, and the blocks with the
cross-bar, the side bars, and the socket-plates,
as hereinafter fully deseribed.

A represents a cross-bar, to the ends of
which are attached short bars B. The rear
parts of the bars B are curved downward, and
have thill-irons C attached to them to receive
the bolts of thé couplings.

The cross-bar A and the bars B are strength-
ened at their intersection by plates D, which
are extended in front of the bars B to form
sockets, as shown in Fig. 4, and have bolt-
holes formed through their said projecting
parts.

E are the thills, the rear ends of which are
so formed as to fit into the sockets D, where
they are secured in place by bolts. T is the
tongue, to the upper and lower sides of the
rear end of which are attached iron plates G.
The rear ends of the plates G have cross-
heads formed upon them, and project to re-
ceive the cross-bar A, to which they are se-
curely bolted.

The forward end of the upper plate, G, is so
formed as to serve as a hammer-strap or half-
keeper to receive the double-tree H, to the
ends of which are pivoted the smgle trees 1,
in the usuval way.

To the opposite sides of the tongue F, a lit-
tle in front of the double-tree H, are attached
the forward ends of two braces, J, which in-
cline outward, and their rear ends are bolted
to the outer sides of two blocks, K. The
blocks K are made of such a size as to fit into
the sockets D, where they are firmly secured
in place by bolts.

To the middle parts of the braces J are se-
cured, or upon them are formed, the forward
ends of two braces, L, the rear ends of which
are bolted to the opposite sides of the tongue
F, a little in the rear of the double-tree H.

"When the deviee is arranged for a single
horse the single-tree M is pivoted to the cen-
ter of the cross-bar A.

Having thus described my invention, I elaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

The combination of t.he tongue IF, the cross-
head plates G, the braces J L, and the blocks
K with the cross-bar A, the side bars, B, and
the socket-plates D, substantially as herein
shown and desecribed.

JAMES L. DYKES.

Witnesses:
E. J. WEILL,
J. DESENBERG.




