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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANSEL F. TEMPLE, of
Montague, in the county of Muskegon and
State of Michigan, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Fire-Kindlers; and I
do hereby deeclare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construc

- tion and operation of the same, reference being

had to the annexed drawings, making a part
of this specification, and to the letters and fig-
ures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of a top view of the blank. Fig.2 is a
similar view of the blank complete. Flg bis
a perspective view of my fire-kindler com-
plete. Fig.3 is across-sectional view thereof,
and Fig. 4 is an end view of one of the par ts
of the kindler,

This invention has relation‘to improvements
in fire-kindlers ; and the nature of the inven-
tion consists in a fire-kindler composed of two
longitadinally and transversely grooved pieces
of wood, the groovesin each piece correspond-
ing in pmlmon to each other, and the ends of
the said pieces being correspondingly kerfed,
whereby when the sald pieces are dlpped
with their grooved surfaces downward, into
an inflammable substance and put towethex
with the said surfaces together, longitudinal
and transverse draft-passages coated in their
interiors with the said substance and kindling-
surfaces will be formed and two uncoated sur-
faces afforded, as will be hereinafter more de-
scribed.

In the annexed drawings, the letter A des-
ignates my improved fire-kindler, composed of
two mdependent rectangular wooden blocks,
@, having in their ends the saw-kerfs %, ab
about one-sixteenth of an inch apart, and of
suitable depth. These blocks are of corre-
sponding size, and the kerfsi coincide with each
other. In one face of these blocks are cut or
otherwise formed the longitudinal grooves ¢,
near each edge ; and in the space between the
said grooves is made 2 groove, ¢/, of less width
and depth, and a correspondmg tongue, d.
These blocks are also provided with trans-
verse grooves e, preferably in corresponding
positions, and when put together, as shown in
Figs. 3 and 5, the tongue d of the one is

tightly received in the groove ¢’ of the other.
The grooves ¢ form with each other the longi-
tudinal draft-passages p p, the trangverse
grooves ¢ form with each other the transverse
air-passages p’, and the material between the
kerfs ¢ the kindling-points k.

The blocks are dipped, with their grooved
faces downward, into an adhesive inflamma-
ble material sofficiently to coat the interior of
the said grooves therewith, and are then set
face to face. They are secured together by
the cooling and setting of the inflammable
substance, and also by the forcing of tongues
d into grooves¢’. The draft-passages p and p’
are thus entirely covered with the said sub-
stance; but the flat sides s remain free, and
permit the kindler to be handled without soil-
ing or sticking to the fingers,

The kindler is used by applying a match to
the points %, which, being covered partly or
wholly with the inflammable substance, speed-
ily take fire and communicate the flame to all
parts of the same.

The blocks a are formed from a continuous
blank, Fig. 1, sufficiently long to make many
thereof, the said blank having formed therein,
by a suitable mechanism, the grooves ¢, ¢/, and .
¢ and the tongue d. This blank (shown in Fig.
2) is cut into equal lengths—say of six ineches—
the ends of each length kerfed, and then
dipped. They are then put together as afore-
said.

‘What [ claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The fire-kindler composed of two longitudi-
nally and transversely grooved wooden blocks,
the groovesineach block corresponding to each
other in position. and the ends of said blocks
being correspondingly kerfed, the said blocks
being dipped into an adhesive inflammable
substance and stuck together, forming longi-
tudinal and transverse draft-passages, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

ANSEL F. TEMPLE.

Witnesses:

WALTER C. MaAsT,
M. P. CALLAN.



