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To all whom 4t may concern :

In order to insert the check-rein, the crown-

Be it known that I, WALTER J. OWEN, of | piece B is drawn back in the manner indicated

Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Check-Hooks; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable-others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use it, refer-
ence being hadto the accompanying drawings,
which form part of this specification.

.~ My invention relates to harness, and es-
pecially to check-hooks therefor; and it con-
gists in a stationary tongue and a spring-actu-
ated erown-piece, combined and operating sub-
stantially as will hereinafter appear.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of
my device as closed, and Fig. 2 a view of the
same opened.

A is a stationary pin, standard, or post suit-
ably attached to the saddle of the harness.
Hinged or in any manner movably attached
to the post A is the crown-piece B, having a
downward-projecting portion, B/, which im-
pinges against the tongue A. The projection
B/, however, may be omitted without a depart-
ure from my invention, and in this case the
tongue A should be made long enough to im-
pinge against the body of the crown piece B.

Any spring arrangement may be employed
the operation of which shall be to retain the
tongue A and crown-piece B in the position
shownin Fig. 1 of the drawings, thus securely
preventing any liability of the escape of the
check-rein.

in Fig. 2 of the drawings, and the rein looped
over the tongue A,

Upon releasing the ecrown-piece B it will be
sprung to the position shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, and be thus retained, safely secur-
ing the check-rein.

I am aware that the crown-piece B has been
made stationary, and the tongue A yielding.
I have obviated an objection .to this form of
device by my present construction, said ob-
Jjection being, first, the liability of accidental
displacement of a yielding tongue; second, a

-weakness of said tongue on account of its

jointed connection with the harness. :

I do not limit myself to any specified design
or material in the construction of my device,
as my invention comprehends broadly and
only a stationary tongue, A, and a spring-
actnated crown-piece, B, as already specified.

‘What I claim is—

The combination of the rigid tongue A and
spring-actuated crown-piece B, constructed,
combined, and adapted to operate substan-
tially as and for the purposes specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of two
subscribing witnesses.

WALTER J. OWEN,

Withesses:
JNo. CROWELL, Jr.,
W. E. DONNELLY.




