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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RICHARD BREUL, of
Bridgeport, in the county of Fairtield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvemeuts in Buttons, &e.,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
metallic sleeve-buttons, shirt-studs, drawer-
pulls, &e., of the class in which the shanks or
stems are made separately from the ends,
head-disks, or cap-pieces, and the parts then
permanently connected together.

My object is to make a strong and cheap
button, &e., of this class; and my improve-
ments consistin a peculiar tubular shank,and
in the combination of the shank and the cap
or caps secured to the end or ends thereof, as
will hereinafter first fully be explained, and
then specifically designated by the claims.

In_the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view, on an enlarged scale, of
the shank ; Fig.2,a central section through the
complete button on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1, the
scale being somewhat less than that to which
the shank is-drawn in the first figure. ~Figs.
3 and 4 show modifications. : )

A tubular flaring-ended shank, A, is made
from a single blank or piece of stock, so as to
have the single joint or seam a. The end B
is smaller than the end C, the difference in
the sizes of the ends being about as usual in
shirt-studs and sleeve-buttons. The shank is
stamped and swaged to the form shown by
suitable tools. .

Circular flanged-edge caps, heads, or end
pieces D E are secured to the flaring ends of
the shank by spinning or turning in their

.flanged peripleries around the peripheries of

the large and small ends of the shank.

The complete button is plainly shown in the
magnified view, Fig. 2, of the drawings, by
which it will be-seen that the connection be-

- twéen either head or cap piece and the flaring

end of the shank is directly made by turning
and clamping the edge of the head upon -the
shank end. : )
From the above description it will be.seen
that I make the complete button from three

' pieces, that the heads are securely braced by

the flaring ends-of the shank, and that no sol-
dering of the parts is required.

I am aware that a longitudinally-divided
tubular shank or stem for buttons, &c., has
heretofore been made of two equal longitu-
dinal sections. Such a shank, however: nec-
essarily required two separate operations to
produce it: and, moreover, there. were other
difficulties to be overcome in producing but-
tons with such shanks, such as holding the
sections in proper relative positions and’ at-
taching the button ends or heads. I do not,

therefore, claim a two-part shank.

Tnstead of securing the plain metallic end
pieces or caps at both flaring ends of the but-
ton-shanks, the cap may be omitted from one
end of a button-shank and an ornamental
stone, gold disk, &c., be suitably secured in
or to the remaining flaring shank end—at the
smaller end if designed for a shirt-stud or col-
lar-button, and at the larger end if for a cuff-
button. ‘ -

As shown by Figs. 3 and 4, the peculiar stud
or button may obviously be-adapted to use as
a drawer-pull or knob for small doors; lids,
&e., by the addition of a screw, b.. To attach
this serew itis only necessary to provide open-
ings in the caps or end pieces (or an opening
in the single eap when one only is used) in
line with the opening through the shank A
and fit in the screw, by which to secure the
stud or knob in place. :

In Fig. 4 a base-piece having: a socket to
receive the end B of the shank A is employed
in lien of the disk or end piece D.. (Shown in
Figs. 2 and 3.) It will thus be seen that,
whether to be used as a knob or drawer-pull
or as a button, the construction of the device
up to the point of attaching. the screw is the
same. v
The peculiar shank A B C.is- always com-
pleted in all respects (both ends flared) before
securing the remaining parts, and it thas dif-
fers from any other device of the same gen-
eral kind of which I have knowledge, not only
because of ifs being made in one piece having
the seam @, but also because of its adaptabil-
ity to use for the several analogous purposes,
and in the manner above set forth.

I claim as of my own invention—

1. The hereinbefore-described one-part tu-
bular shank for buttons, &ec., formed with the
single joint or seam a,and with the outwardly-




flaring ends B C of different sizes, as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. A button, &e., having the tubular shank
A, with ends B C of different sizes, both
formed with an outward flare, and the head
or cap piece secured to the previously and per-
manently flared shank end, all substantially
in the manner and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination of the tubular flaring-
ended shank A B C, (the ends being of differ-
ent sizes,) made from a single pieee of sheet
metal, and the end pieces or caps I E, these
parts being constructed and united substan.
tially as hereinbefore set forth.,
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4. The hereinbefore-deseribed button, con-
sisting of the tubular shank A, with flared
ends B C of different sizes, made in a single
piece, and having the seam a, and the end
pieces or caps D E, secured to the previously-
flared ends of the shank by spinning, substan-
tially as hereinbefore set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name.

RICHARD BREUL.

Witnesses:
DANL. W. JONES,
A. 0. J. SMITH.
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