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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, SAMUEL L. SINGLETON,
of Chulafinnee, in the county of Cleburne and
State of Alabama, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Scythes; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construe-
tion and operation of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a part
of this specification, and to the letters and fig-
ures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of my scythe. Tig. 2 is a perspective
detail, and Fig.3is a detail view thereof, show-
ing the notches on the cutting-edge side.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of devices for
fastening scythe-blades or similar artieles to a
handle, as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth.

The annexed drawings, to which reference is
made, tully illustrate my invention. ‘

A represents the handle or snath of a seythe,
having near its end a flat recess, «, cut there-
in, the remainder being round, and forming
an inner shoulder, a, and an outer shoulder,
a®.  On thisis placed a skeleton. sleeve formed
of two circular bands, B B, connected by three
bars, B! and B? B?, all made in one piece.
This is so arranged that the inner edges of the
bands B B will coincide with the shoulders a
«?, the bar B! lie over the center of the recess
@, aud the bars B? B2on the sides thereof, and
the inner edges of said bars B? coincide with
the recess, as shown. ‘

Crepresents the blade, which may be of any
desired form and size, according to the pur-
pose for which it is intended. The blade C
is provided with a shank, C/, in the outer
edge of which is ‘made a notch, forming two

Inclined shoulders, bd. This shank is inserted
‘ -2

in the recess « under the bar BY, so that its
shoulders b b will fit on each side thereof when
the blade is pressed down, and the bottom of
the notch therein lie against the shoulder a2,
A wedge, D, is then inserted under the bar
B!, between the shank ¢/ and the shoulder al,
which, by being pressed inward, secures the
blade firmly in place. ‘

- The blade can easily be removed for sharp-
ening ‘and replaced again, or another blade
put in its place.

The shanks of the different blades may have
the notches formed either in their inner or
outer edges, as desired, the wedge D being‘in
all cases applied to the straight or uncut edge
of the shanlk.

Fig. 1 of the drawings represents the blade
(marked 4) attached to the scythe- handle,
which blade has the notching on the rear end
instead of the front, as shown in the other
blades.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The skeleton sleeve formed of the bands .
B B and connecting - bars B! and B? B?, all
made in one piece, for the purposes set forth.

2. A blade, G, formed with a shank, C/, pro-
vided with the inclined shoulders b b, substan- -
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. The combination of the handle A, having
recess ¢ and shoulders a! a?, the skeleton sleeve
B B! B? the blade C, with shank C’, having
inclined shoulders b b, and the wedge D, all
constructed as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

SAMUEL L. SINGLETON.

Witnesses: ‘ ’
WiLLIAM R. HUNNICUTT,
JoHN Ross.




