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To all whom it may concern : \
Be it known that I, JAMES M. DoDpGE, of

' the city of New York, in the State of New

York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Slates, of which the following
is a full description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1 represents a completed slate hav-
ing my metallic frame and noiseless material
applied thereto; Fig. 2, a section at x of Fig.
1. Fig. 3 shows a piece of the frame, and at
one corner without noiseless material. Fig. 4

- is & cross-section at y of Fig. 3. Tigs. 2, 3,

and 4 are enlarged. _

The object ot my invention is to provide a
slate with a metal frame having noiseless ma-
terial secured thereto, and so constructed that
the same can be cheaply made; and it consists
in making a metal frame of peculiar form, and
in applying the noiseless material thereto in a
novel manner, as hereinafter fully deseribed
and claimed.

In the drawings, A represents a piece of
slate, the corners of which are rounded. Bis
the frame, which is made from a single strip
of thin sheet metal, bent into the form shown
in Figs. 2 and 4, and so that the outer edge
of the slate proper, A, when the frame has
been applied thereto, will be between two
shoulders, ¢ «, which form the two side walls
of the recess b in the edge of the frame, and
on the inside thereof. The sides ¢ ¢ of the
frameare notin contact with theslate A, but are
bent so as to come in contact with it at the
points d d. The edges of the metal strip are
bent back, forming two grooves or recesses, e é,
one on each side. -

By the use of a suitable machine the strip
of metal can be bent, as described, at a single
operation.

At f, and on each side, the metal is to be cut
away, so that the frame can be bent around the
corners of the slate. After the frame has been
brought to place around A, the two ends of
the frame are to be secured together by the
use of solder.

g represents a piece of noiseless material, of

proper width to pass around or over the sides
and outer edge of the frame, and have the
edges of such material inserted in the grooves
or recesses ¢e. The noiseless material can be
firmly secured to the frame by bending down
the edges of the metal, as shown in Rig. 2.
This can be rapidly and effectually done by
means of machinery.

At the time of applying tlie frame to A, a
strip of paper may, if desired, be placed over
that part of A covered by the frame, so that
the metal will not be in contact with the slate.

In manunfacturing, the slate A should fit well
into the recess 9, and the points d should be
inclose contact with the slate,or the interposed
paper or other material applied to the edge
thereof.

The frame ean be made ai little cost, and
the noiseless material can be applied with very
little labor, and the completed slate will be as
nearly noiseless as any of the common . noise-
less slates now in use. I am thuos able to pre-
pare a very cheap noiseless slate, the frame of
which will be very light and duarable, having
only a single joint, and that secured by solder-
ing.

I have described the frame as made from a
single continuous strip. - Of course it can be
made from several pieces joined together, but
that would be attended with more expense.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is as follows: ‘

1. The slate-frame B, made of sheet metal,
bent as shown, so as to form a hollow space,
and provided with the recess b for the edge of
the slate, substantially as specified.

2. A slate-frame, B, made of sheet metal,
bent as described, so as to form recesses e, in
combination with noiseless material g, held
upon the frame by clamping its edges in the
recess, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.
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