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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, N1icorLaAs HELMER, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented Improvements in the Manufacture
of Wigs and Toupees, of which the followin g
is the specification. "

My invention has for its object to avoid the
delays and expense incident to ordinary modes
of making wigs and toupees, to fit the same
with facility, and retain the article better u pon
the head and secure a more natural appear-
ance than with wigs of ordinary manufacture.

In the drawings forming part of .this speci-
fication, Figure 1 illustrates one of the wig-
frames; Fig. 2, the mode of making the same;
Figs. 3 and 4, transverse section, showing the
mode of applying the flexible edging to the
frames ; Tig. 5, a view, showing the mode of
securing the parts together; and Figs. 6 and
7, the wig-frame complete in different forms.

In order to secure a perfect fit to the head,
I make the support of a frame or frames of
wire, preferably in sections a, each adapted to

the portion of the head upon which it is to -

rest. As these frames must be of various
shapes and sizes, I make them readily and ex-
peditiously by means of blocks B and pins b,
The pins may be driven into the block; but it
is preferable to have holes closely perforated
over the face of the block, and to use detach-
able pins, round which the wire ¢ is bent into
the frame of any shape, according to the. ar-
rangement of the pins. The ends of the wires
are beut into rings or loops ¢, for a purpose
described hereinafter. '

In order to secure a thin yieldin g but tirm
hem or edge to which to connect the hair-net,
the frame a is covered by a fine silk ribbon,
g, so applied as to present an extended edge,
%, of a single thickness. The single ribbon
may Dbe folded round the frame, as in Tig.
3, and sewed at the inner edge; or a wide
and a narrow ribbon may be sewed together,
with the wire between, Fig. 4. In each case
the single selvage extends beyond the frame,
and is thin, flexible, strong, and lies closely
to the head. : ‘ :

In order to secure a firm connection of all
the frames, and also to arrange several frames
properly in a single wig or toupee, without
any rigid connection, each frame is connected
to the other or others by a thin ribbon or rib-

bons, ¢, which are flexible and lie ¢lose to the
scalp, hold the frames in proper position, and
permit any desired adjustment.

To avoid the protuberances and insecure
connections resulting from sewing the ribbons
to each other and to the frames, I use eyelets
h, each of which is inserted through the eye e
of the frame and through the ribbon or hem
beneath, Figs. 5 and 6, and then flattened.

To secure the frames thus connected (or the
frame G, made in any shape) properly upon
the head, T secure or extend one or more wires
of the frame to form pins or hooks m, Figs, 7
and 8, which will extend "under the natural
hair, or clasp the head, or behind the ear, thus
securing a tirm hold, which may be made more
elastic by bending the wire to form a spring, n,
at any suitable point; and the hold is farther
improved by forming the ends of the hooks
into knobs s, which catcli in the hair.

"~ Iclaim as my invention-—

1. As an improvement. in the manufacture
of wigs and toupees, the within-described
mode of constructing frames, which consists
in first bending wires upon pins projecting
from a block, then covering and uniting the
frames thus made, and then securing the hair
fabric thereto, as set forth.

2. The wig-frame consisting of independent
frames «, connected by ribbons g, as specified.

3. The wig - frame consisting of eovered
frames a, of wire, bent to form eyes ¢, nnited
to each other and to connecting-ribbons by
eyelets I, passing through the eyesand throu gh
the ribbons, as specified.

4. The combination, with the frames, of rib-.

bons applied to-leave a projecting edge, 4, of
a single thickness, as set forth.

5. The said frame or frames provided with
ribbon binding or covering, and extended be-
yond the same in the form of pins or hooks m,
for the purpose specified. :

6. The combination of the frame-hooks and
spring n, as set fortlh,

" In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

NICOLAS HELMER,.

Witnesses:
EpwARD WaALsH, Jr.,
EVERETT B. WALSH,
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