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February 21, 1879.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK MORRIS, of Nor-
folk city, in the county of Norfolk and State
of Virginia, have invented a new and valuna-
ble Improvement in Tag-Fasteners; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a fall,
clear, and exact description of the construction
and operation of the same, reference being had
to the annexed drawing, making a part of this
specification, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon.

The drawing is a.representation of a side
elevation of my invention.

This invention has relation to tag-fasten-
ers; and the object thereof is to produce a
fastener that will be self-locking and readily
attached to the goods or material by simply
" inserting the spear or point, as will be herein-
after described.

In the accompanying drawing, A represents
~ the hook, formed of metallic wire. At the up-
per end the wire is bent to form an eye or loop,
a, for attaching a tag. Oneend of the wire, af-
ter forming the loop or eye «, is bent out at an
angle and around; as shown at b, after which
it is bent upward to form a pointed spear, ¢.
The other end of the wire, as shown at d, is
also bent outward at an angle, and in a down-
ward direction below the pointed end of the
spear ¢, and its end twisted or bent laterally,
as at ¢, and flattened at f, so that when the
pointed spear pierces the goods a gentle pull
upon the hook A will, by the resistance of the
fabric.upon the twisted or laterally-bent por-
tion e of the wire, having the flattened end f
not projecting beyond the wire b, cause it to
be pressed away from the spear sufficiently to
allow the goods to pass between it and the
twisted or laterally-bent end e.

The flattened portion or point f allows the
fabric or goods to readily pass over the same
onto the wire, the flattened portion f of the
laterally -bent end e affording an increased
bearing-surface for the fabric in the insertion

of the hook, to force the end ¢ from engage-
ment with the wire.

It will be noticed that in the process of at-
taching the hook A to the goods, the spear ¢
remains stationary, while the end ¢ is pressed
out laterally away from the same, and after
the goods or fabric passes the end ¢it springs
back in place, making the hook self-locking,
and easily attached by one hand.

I am fully aware that a hook or fastener
having a loop-guard at one end of the wire,
through which the point or spear passes, is not
new. In such a device, in order to attach it
to the goods, it was necessary to first shove
the fabric between the loop-gnard and point
or spear, making it difficult to attach; be-
sides, it conld not be connected or inserted in
a bale or bag of goods, as it is only adapted
to be inserted on the edge of goods, as it can-
not effect an enfrance except by first placing
the edge of the cloth between the loop-guard
and spear; while my hook is not only easily
operated and self-locking, but is adapted to
be attached in any part of a piece of goods,
either in bales or bags.

Having now fally described ny invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— ‘

The tag-fastener herein deseribed, consist-
ing of the self-locking hook A, having the
loops ab and spear ¢, and the angular portion
d, having the laterally-twisted end ¢, with the
flattened portion f,engaging with and partially
surrounding the wire, and not extending lat-
erally beyond it, substantially as described,
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

FRANK MORRIS.

‘Witnesses :
WALTER R. RUSSELL,
T, R. BORLAND.




