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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WirLiamM J. BLACK-
WELL, of Waynesborough, in the county of
Augusta and State of Virginia, have invented
‘2 new and Improved Canceling and Dating
Stamp; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the same.

The object of my invention is to provide an
improved hand-stamp for ecanceling postal
stamps and printing, dating, and marking
generally. v
" “The invention is an improvement in such
machines as combine a device carrying the
canceling ‘or marking devices proper and a
sliding plate and cam-shaft in such a manner
that when the said cam is rotated the plate
will be moved back to uncover the ink-pads
and the cancelers or markers forced down up-
on the pads.

The improvement consists in the construc-
tion and arrangement of parts, as hereinafter
deseribed and claimed. )

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a plan
view with the cover of the box removed, and
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the ma-
chine, i

The lever A is arranged horizontally and
fulerumed upon a rod, «, in a box, B. The
canceling and dating or other marking de-
vices, C, are attached to the free end of the
lever A in any suitable manner, and the box
B has an extension, D, in which the ink-pads
b are placed directly beneath said devices. A
sliding plate, E, forms the top or cover of
such extension D, and is arranged to slide
into and out of the box B through a slot in
the end of the latter.

The reciprocation of the plate B may be ef-
fected by hand; but the means I preferably
employ and have illustrated in the drawings
is the crank-shaft or lever F, which is ar-
ranged beneath and at right angles to the le-
ver A, and suitably journaled in the sides of
the box B.

The plate I is connected to a crank or bend
of said shaft F by a metal loop or hoop, G,
while the lever A is depressed to bring the

canceling devices C down upon the ink-pads
b, or upon the letter or other paper to be
marked, by means of the crank or bend ¢ of
the shaft, which may e caused to press upon
arod or other pendent portion, d, of the le-
ver A.

A spring, H, serves to hold the lever hori-
zontal when the crank-lever F is not acting to
depress it. )

By turning the handle ¢ of the erank-lever
F to the backward, as shown in full lines,
Fig. 1, the slide E will be moved back, the
ink-pads b thereby uncovered, and the cancel-
ing or marking devices C pressed down upon
the latter.

By reversing the handle ¢ of the crank-
shaft the slide E will be moved back to cover
the ink-pads, and the canceling and mark-
ing devices C pressed -upon a letter or other
paper placed beneath them upon said plate E,
as shown in full lines, Fig. 2.

Thus the slide E serves as a cover for the
ink-pads, and also as a table or bed for the
device C to strike upon in the act of canceling
or marking, while the same instrumentality—
to wit, crank-shaft F—operates both slide B
and lever A, .

By such construction and arrangement of
parts I provide a cheap, simple, easily-oper-
ated, and efficient machine.

A knob, £, is applied to the free end of the
lever A, for use in pressing the latter down
upon the ink-pads, or upon letter or other pa-
per to be eanceled or otherwise marked.

Rotating sleeves may be applied to the
crank of shaft I, to enable the machine to op-
erate with little friction.

‘What I claim is—

1. The combination of the crank-shaft F
with the pivoted spring-lever and the stamps
or marking devices attached to its free end,
the sliding plate B, connected directly to
the crank-shaft, the box having the ink-pads
b b fixed in its front portion, and the guards
or loops d, connecting shaft and lever, as
shown and deseribed, so that when the shaft
is oscillated it will depress the lever by press-

-ing on the guard, as specified.

2. The combination of the sliding pad-cover
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or plate E, the box B, having a slot, through
which the former works, the crank-shaft I,
journaled in the sides of the box, and the le-
ver A, pivoted in a plane parallel, or nearly
80, to the bottom of the latter, and provided
with the pendent portion d, upon which the
crank-shaft acts to depress the lever, as shown
and described.
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The above specification of my invention
signed by me this 14th day of March, 1879.

W. J. BLACKWELL.

Witnesses:
AMos W, HART,
CHAS. A. PETTIT.




